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THE expectation of the speedy approach of the 
Asiatic Cholera to this country, induces the Com- 
mittee of the British Homaopatuic AssoctaTIon 
to address the accompanying circular to the Mem- 


bers of the Association, not only with a hope that 


it may contribute to their personal safety, but. that 


with a view to the preservation of others, they will 
disseminate as widely as possible a knowledge of the 


facts which it contains. 


THOS. HARRILD, Printer, Silver Street, Falcon Square, London, 


CHOLERA AND ITS TREATMENT. 
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In a speech made in the House of Commons on the 8th August, 
Lord Morpeth mentioned the following facts regarding the present 

_devastations of the Cholera in Europe, and in the north-eastern part 

wof Africa. It is pursuing the same direction as in 1832, and has 
been preceded by the signs which were then observable, viz., 
severe influenza, followed a few months afterwards by a great in- 
crease of a diarrhoea frequently fatal, such as is now prevalent. 
Communications from British Ministers and Consuls show that the 
disease is not approaching in a more mild form than it assumed 
during our former experience. At St. Petersburgh, up to July 
24th, the official returns were—cases 17,742, deaths 10,138, cures 
4,618, remaining sick 1,986. Proportions per cent., deaths 57, 
cures 26, remaining !7. At Moscow, the cases were 9,754, deaths 
4,309. At Odessa, from the 19th May to the 28th June, the cases 
were 824, deaths 332, recoveries 235, remaining 257. It was also 
reported to be very severe in Nicolayaff and Cherson, and in parts 
of Bessarabia. At Tchekerghi, near Broussa, and at Ancona, the 
mortality was not so severe; but at Balgat, a village in the neigh- ° 
bourhood of the latter city, nearly the whole population have per- 
ished. At Jassy, in Moldavia, 10,000 persons are said to have 
died, and the government have not judged it advisable to issue any 
bulletins. At Cairo it broke out on the 15th July. Between that 
date and the 18th, seventy-two cases occurred ; and although the 
sufferers received instant and persevering medical aid, not one of 
them recovered, very single patient died in the course of a few 
hours. At the small town of Graditza, on the Danube, it assumed 
a dreadful form; no recovery at the date of the last advices had 
been reported, and most of the cases terminated fatally within 
twelve hours. 

From this it would seem that the ordinary method of treatment, 
or rather the system of general experiment which was pursued 
during the visit of the Cholera in 1831, has not met with any better 
success on the present occasion, than was then arrived at; and 
that the statement of the Medical Gazette, in October last, that the 
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profession are “ entirely at a loss for any certain principle of treat- 
ment,” has, as far as relates to the majority of practitioners, been 
fully confirmed. 

The gloomy conclusion, however, to which we should thus be 
led is denied by those who recognize the Homeopathic system, 
and who are conversant with the comparative results between that 
and the ordinary method. These results, which were obtained 
from 1831 to 1834, in various parts of Europe, are as follows :— 


TREATED AT THEIR OWN HOUSES. 


Resulis of Allopathic or ordinary treatment Results of Homeopathic treatment of 
of Cholera. Cholera. 
Cases. Deaths. Cases. Deaths. 
~ At Tischnowitz, in Moravia..... 331 .. 102 | By Dr. Baer, at Prague... ........ 80.. 0 
», Wishney es in Dr; Bakody, at Raab i in Hungary 154... 6 
TUSSI cncd cere ae eerec sete LOD +0, foo », Dr. Duplat, at Marseilles...... 60 .. 12 
is Merseburg.. a wheat wows 264 65, L0E », Dr. Gerstel, at Tischnowitz, in 
», Raab, in flungary .. Eee te ne LONG ce OS INE OM aIVAlae ss Aas eos oar wee 327... 32 
In yarious Cavalry Regiments in 3 DE Hanuseh, ‘at Tischnowitz.. Bilis 6 
Great Britain vo... .e7.:. vo FO SE | 55 Dre Kleiner, at Saratof, in Russia 183 Bn 24ef 
», the Troops at Gibraltar...... 459 .. 181 », Dr. Jal, at Marseilles.......... VO... Ltt: 
», the Troops at Nova Scotia and », Dr. Lederer, at Vienna........ 80.. 2 
New Brunswick ....... .. DD ey een] », Dr. Lens, at Pesth..... Bs spheite 40... 8 
», une Trpops in Canada.......:— 856... 127 », Dr. Lichtenfels, at Vienna..... 44., 3 
p20, Lowy atePraguesk. {i.e 80 .ad38 
5, Dr. Marenzeller, at Vienna.... 30.. 38 
»,5 Dr. Mayer, at Pesth.. : 65... 0 
», Dr. Quin, at Tischnowitz & 1 aris48 ee) oS 
Peis Rummel, at seer Derg 46... 16 
5) Dr. schaller, abPrarue.. i... 118... 0 
wt DE. Schreter, at Lemoerg.. ae BE sok & 
», Dr. Schultz, at Vieima ..... Lice. 0 
», Dr. Scider, at Wishney, W « tote 
schok, in Russia.....-. 109 .. 23 


a Dye Vrecka, at Vienna d& Sclowitz 144 .. 12 
49 Dre Veith, at Vienna . ose oi0is 280 ws 8 


3107 ..1231 1876 .. 169 


eee od . pees ee) pe ay 


About one death in every 23 cases, or more | About one death out of 11 cases, or little more 
than 39 per Cent. than 9 per Cent. 


[It is proper to mention, that these results must not be received without caution, on ac- 
count of the variations in the intensity of the disorder at different places and periods. Ina 
considerable degree, however, the Homeopathic statements are supported by testimonials 
and acknowledgments from local authorities. ] 


TREATED IN HOSPITAL. 


Cases. Deaths, | Cases. Deaths, 

In the Drummond Street Cholera By Dr. Fleischmann, at Vienna....732 ..244 
Hospital, Edinburgh... 461 ..291 », Drs. Haynel and Se at 

3, the Cholera Hospital, Berlin, Berlin oaAs-.6 ssa Sau-b0 sedate ewes O 

under Dr. Bohr .2. 7653... 97 .. 64 », Dr. Mabit, at Bordeaux . Oe eee ns: 


Krunkenburgs wards, at Halle. 104 .. 53 
Hamburg h ated Oct. and 
Nov. 1831 .. 1.299: ge LTS 
In the Cholera Hospital, St. 
Petersburgh, by Dr. Lichten- 


92 
3) 


39 


stadt. 014 npc cee ooee 636 ..317 

» the Hospital, Raab...........+..284 ..122 

», the Hospital, Bordeaux . Sec 64 saeade 
1969..1097 795 ..256 


— eee 


About one death in 1 4-5th cases, or about | About one death in 3 1-10th cases, or between 
56 per Cent. 4 32. and 33 per Cent. 
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From the above it will be seen that in private treatment the 
deaths under the Allopathic or ordinary method, were 89 per cent., 
and under the Homeopathic, little more than 9 per cent.; and 
that in hospitals it was 56 per cent. under Allopathy, against 32 
or 83 per cent. under Homeopathy, an astounding difference in 
the first description of cases, and a very remarkable difference also 
in the latter, although it is to be borne in mind that patients 
are only brought to a hospital when they show undoubted evi- 
dence of the fully developed disease, many after having been 
subjected to very violent treatment, and having been dosed with 
Allopathic medicines, and many, of course, are brought in a dying 
state. 

In Wilde’s Anstria, its Literary, Scientific, and Medical Insti- 
tutions,* it is remarked—‘‘ Upon comparing the report made 
of the treatment of Cholera in the Homeopathic Hospital 
at Vienna, with that of the same epidemic in the other hospitals 
of Vienna at a similar time, it appeared that while two-thirds of 
those treated by Dr. Fleischmann recovered, two-thirds of those 
treated by the ordinary methods in the other hospitals died. 
This very extraordinary result led. Count Kolowrat (Minister of 
the Interior,) to repeal the law relative to the practice of Homco- 
pathy.”” The hospital in question, it should be added, was 
daily visited by two Allopathic inspecting physicians, appointed 
by the government. Dr. Roth, of Munich, also, who was sent by 
the Bavarian government to observe the Cholera in different locali- 
ties, and report on the effects of its Homeopathic treatment, pub- 
lished in 1888 an interesting pamphlet, which has furnished a con- 
siderable portion of the statistics above detailed. The statistics 
from Tischnowitz, in Moravia, were furnished by the authorities 
of that place, accompanied by a letter of the most grateful 
acknowledgment. Dr. Veith, one of the practitioners whose 
results are quoted in the above list, had formerly been a medical 
practitioner of the Allopathic school, but was at the time when the 
Cholera raged at Vienna, Chaplain to the Court, and to St. 
Stephen’s Cathedral, and whilst administering the consolations of 
religion to those infected with Cholera, he was shocked at the 


* This is the work of an Allopathic Surgeon, the talented Editor of the Dub- 
lin Quarterly Journal of Medicine. 
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awful mortality that prevailed; and the idea of treating them 
according to the Homeopathic system with which he was already 
familiar, occurred to him. His success was so great, that of 125 
patients he lost but 3. 

With regard toa peculiar modification of atmospheric Cholera 
observed in China, by an eminent Allopathist, Dr. Wilson, Inspector 
of Naval Hospitals and Fleets, it is stated by that gentleman in 
his Medical Notes, published in 1846 —‘‘In the Cholera cases the 
doctrine of the Homeeopathists, semelia semilibus curantur, is partly 
admitted. Whatever may be thought of the theory on which the 
“practice is founded there is no doubt the practice is often highly 
beneficial.” He also adds—“ at the invasion of many febrile affec- 
tions involving important organs, and leading, if not speedily 
arrested, to dangerous, perhaps destructive lesions of those organs, 
it often acts with an absolutely curative effect.” 

In connexion with the results above given, of the Homceopathic 
treatment in Asiatic Cholera, it is necessary to remark, that the 
following observation has been made by the Medical Gazette con- 
cerning them :—‘* The Homeeopathists have boasted of their success 
in treating Cholera; the secret of this is, that they did not inter- 
fere so much as the regular practitioners with the vis medicatrix 
nature !”’ As the editor, however, will be found to have asserted 
in his previous page, that where the disease had been suffered to 
run its course unchecked, there the mortality had been greater than 
even under the regular practitioners, it will not be difficult to esti- 
mate the degree of value to be attached to this attempt to explain 
away the success of Homeeopathy. 

To these remarks it may be desirable to add for popular instruc- 
tion, the following rules which have been given for prevention, 
and also for treatment pending the arrival of a physician. 

‘In giving directions as to the necessary precautions to be taken 
in case of the invasion of Cholera, the nature of the disease must 
be borne in mind, viz:—that it has many of the properties of an 
infectious disease, but that an actual existence of a predisposing 
cause is necessary for its development ; it therefore behoves every 
one to keep themselves as much as possible free from any of these. 

“The house should be well aired; all noxious effluvia arising 
from decaying animal or vegetable substances got rid of. 
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‘‘Cesspools and dust holes cleaned out. 

‘“‘ Sleeping apartments well ventilated, kept clean and dry. 

_ “ All exposure to cold and wet avoided; on no account to sit in 
damp clothes, particularily damp shoes or stockings. 

‘“* Care should be taken to avoid chills, or to check the persptration. 

‘“‘'The clothing must be sufficient to preserve the body at an 
equable temperature. 

“‘Reeular exercise in the open air. All anxiety of mund and other 
predisposing causes, to be avoided as much as possible. 

“<The diet should be wholesome and regular, and every one should 
be more than ordinarily careful not to eat those articles of food 
which experience may have taught them produce derangement of 
the digestive functions, such as veal, pork, &c. 

‘* No raw vegetables should be taken, or cold fruit, such as celery, 
salads, cucumbers, pickles, melons, oranges, apples, &c.; the more 
wholesome varieties of fruits and cooked vegetables should be used 
in moderation, non-acid wines and beer may also be taken in mo- 
deration by those accustomed to them. 

‘“‘As regards the prophylactic (preventive) treatment. That this 
‘was of some avail in the last invasion of the Cholera, may be 
adduced by the following facts. Dr. Marenzelier gave prophy- 
lactic medicines to 150,000 persons in Vienna, and none of them 
fell victims to the Cholera. 

‘“‘ The same results were gained among 80,000 people in Hungary 
and Poland. Itis the general experience of Homceopathists, that 
among those who took these medicines, and were attacked by 
Cholera, the disease showed itself in its mildest form; whereas, at 
the same time, it attacked with great virulence those who had not 
undergone the prophylactic treatment. 

“‘'The medicines given as prophylactics were, Cuprum and Ve- 
ratrum, six globules to be taken, (of the fifth dilution of the former 
and the third of the latter) of one of these medicines every third 
morning, dissolved in a teaspoonful of water. The medicines to be 
alternated.* 

“Should the first symptoms actually appear, and it must be borne 


* No coffee, Read spices, or aromatics of any kind should be taken whilst 
under the action of these remedies, 
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in mind that, when the Cholera is prevailing, no one of the pre- 
monitory symptoms should on any account be neglected, viz:-— 
feeling of general uneasiness, headache, giddiness, pain in the 
abdomen, oppression at the chest, diarrhoea, whitish evacuations, 
rumblings, two drops of spirit of camphor, prepared according to 
the proportions recommended by the experience of Homceopathists, 
t. e. one drachm of camphor, dissolved in six drachms of spirits of 
wine (this may be procured at the Homeopathic Chemists,) should 
be given every five or ten minutes, in a little iced or cold water, 
and no time lost in obtaining medical aid. The patient should 
_also be kept warm in bed. By at once attending to these instruc- 
tions, the disease may often be arrested in its first stage. 

“Under whatever form the Cholera presents itself, this medicine 
(camphor,) may be given during the first hour, with every proba- 
bility of success. It is chiefly used when there is stiffness of the 
muscles. For a more detailed account of the treatment of Cho- 
lera, and-also for the authorities quoted in this circular, the various 
medical pamphlets published on the subject, together with articles 
which have appeared from time to time in Homeopathic journals, 
may be consulted. These few pages have been merely written 
for the purpose of giving non-professional persons a few instruc- 
tions awaiting the arrival of the Physician; it will suffice, there- 
fore, to add the following summary :— 


The medicines given generally in ordinary cases of Cholera, are— 

1. During the period of invasion—Campuor. 

2. When there is vomiting and watery evacuations, with slight cramps— 
IPECACUANHA. . 


3. If to these symptoms are added permanent cramps, great thirst, and ex- 
cessive coldness— V ERATRUM. 


4. In case of convulsions, bloody stools, or watery diarrhea, and vomiting— 
CuPproum. 

IPECACUANHA is only useful in slight attacks. It is indicated when vomiting 
is the predominating symptom, and comes on alternately with yellowish diarrhea, 
accompanied by colic. It is never suitable when the disease is at its height, 
and if improvement does not soon follow its administration, recourse must be had 
to Veratrum. The dose is a few globules of the first dilution, repeated in about 
ten minutes to two hours, according to the urgency of the case. 

VeERATRUM—is the principal remedy in almost all cases of Cholera, with 
sudden and frequent evacuations upwards and downwards, coldness of the body, 
great weakness, cramps in the calves of the legs, &c. The dose is a few globules 
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of the third or sixth dilution, to be given in a spoonful of iced water, and if after 
ten minutes or half an hour there is no change for the better, the dose to be re- 
peated. Ifthe symptoms increase after several doses, and the cramps change to 
spasms and convulsions, recourse must be had to CuPRUM, and in many cases 
this latter remedy is beneficially alternated with VERATRUM. 

ARSENICUM may likewise be alternated with VERATRUM, when the disease is 
attended with a sensation as of burning coals in the stomach and bowels, occa- 
sional scalding evacuations, accompanied by violent colic and extraordinary pros- 
tration of strength, coldness of the skin, clammy perspirations and insupportable 
fear of death. 

CHAMOMILLA is useful in Choleric Diarrhea when it is attributed. to great 
dread of being attacked with Cholera, and when the evacuations are bilious. __ 

The patient ought to be kept warm, and if necessary, bottles of hot water 
applied to the feet; a little cold water is to be given from time to time, to allay 
the thirst, and if possible, occasionally, small pieces of ice. Lavements of iced 
water are often beneficial in cases of colic and cramps of the intestines. 


** During convalescence, care should be taken to prevent relapses ; 
and it is frequently observed that at the commencement of conva- 
lescence, the patient is tormented with a great craving for food, 
this should be restrained, and but little food, and that of a light 
digestible kind only, allowed to be taken. 

‘“‘ Care should also be taken to protect the surface of the body, and 


particularly the extremities, from cold.” 


Additional copies of this Circular may be had on application to 


Mr. HEADLAND, Homceopathic Chemist, 15, Princes Street, Hanover Square, 
Mr, Henry Turner, ditto 26, Piccadilly, Manchester. 
Mr. Joun Mawson, ditto Hood Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Messrs. Tuos. Tuomrson & Son, ditto, 8, Tarleton Street, Liverpool. 


CoMMITTEE Rooms, 
37, Moorcate STREET, 
Lonpon. 


*,* Subscribers to the British Homeopathic Association of HALF-A-CROWN per annum, are 
entitled to receive gratuitously the annual volume, and ali other publications of the Association. 
Parties desirous of subscribing can send the amount in postage stamps to the Honorary Secretary, 
37, Moorgate Street (west side), or to Roperr NEmison, Esq., 1, Dale Street, Liverpool. 


Thomas Harrild, Printer, Silver Street, Falcon Square, London. 
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THE present volume contains a report of two 
General Meetings of the British Homeopathic 
Association, held respectively on the 22nd of 
August and the 10th of October last, for the 
purpose of establishing a London Homceopathic 
Hospital. 

The success which attended the proceedings at 
these meetings, and the important step in con- 
nexion with the advancement of Homceopathy to 
which they have led, will, it is believed, cause the 
subscribers to the Association to feel pleasure at 
becoming possessed of a record of them in a com- 
plete shape. 

In accordance with the views adopted at the 
meeting of the 10th of October, to the effect that 
it would not be expedient to call upon the friends 
of Homeopathy to continue their contributions to 
the Association, now that a Hospital was about to 
be formed which would require all the pecuniary 
aid they might be disposed to afford, the issue of 
this volume will terminate the Jabours of the 
Association. 

In looking back to the nature and consequences 
of these labours, the Committee can only repeat 
expressions of satisfaction which they have already 
used. The proposal to form a Homeopathic 
Association originated with their Chairman and 
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Honorary Secretary in 1845, and was attended 
with immediate success; but the British Homceo- 
pathic Association was not created until 1847, 
when the co-operation of the British Homceopathic 
Society (consisting of about forty of the leading 
practitioners of Homoeopathy in Great Britain,) 
was obtained. ‘The objects proposed at the time 
of this union were the distribution of a book to 
such parties as might be willing to transmit to 
the Committee annually a subscription of half-a- 
crown; to circulate tracts and addresses as far as ~ 
the remaining funds would allow; and, finally, to 
adopt proceedings for founding a Hospital on cer- 
tain definite conditions. 

At the commencement the number of subscri- 
bers was under 400; on the 3lst of December 
last, when the subscriptions for 1849 expired, the 
number was between 1400 and 1500; and the 
way in which the intentions first contemplated 
have all been accomplished, will be seen from the 
following pages. It will there be observed that 
every result which the Committee desired has been 
realized to a degree far beyond their anticipations ; 
and this termination is rendered more gratifying by 
the fact that not a single measure has at any time 
been taken by them without the sanction of a unani- 
mous vote from the various members of their body 
who may have been present on each occasion. 

In conclusion, and in the same spirit of unani- 
mity, it only remains for the Committee to urge 
all who have been connected with the Association 
to spare no efforts to extend the efficiency of the 
Hospital, which has now been organized, and which 
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they have to announce will be opened for the re- 
ception of patients on the 10th of April next. Its 
executive comprises nearly all those gentlemen 
who have been members of the Committee of the 
Association ; and its medical officers, in conformity 
with the original arrangements of the Association, 
will consist of such of the members of the British 
Homeeopathic Society as may be able and willing 
to serve. This Society, while it exercises the 
strictest scrutiny with respect to the diplomas of 
its members, is open to all respectable and pro- 
perly qualified practitioners ; and it is therefore felt 
that the constitution of the Hospital will be found 
to contain every element calculated to ensure per- 
manence, and to command not only the confidence 
of the public, but also the respect of the profession. 

The Committee have to regret that the heavy 
outlay attendant upon two public meetings, the 
distribution of notices and cards, the charges for 
reporting, and the issue in November last of a 
pamphlet of forty-two pages to all the members, 
containing some portion of the matter which is 
now presented entire; together with the expenses 
connected with the circulation of 8000 copies of a 
pamphlet on the cholera during the ravages of 
that disease last autumn, and the ordinary cost of 
circulars, tracts, etc., have, as will be seen from a 
balance-sheet appended, rendered the funds of the As- 
sociation inadequate to the expense of binding the 
present volume in the same manner as thelast. They 
feel, however, that every subscriber to the Associ- 
ation will gladly recognize the important end, to 
secure which this circumstance has been occasioned. 


London, March, 1850. 
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Ir would have been impossible for the Committee 
of the British Homceopathic Association, in drawing 
up the Report which has been presented this even- 
ing, not to have anticipated, in some degree, the 
animated reception that has been given to it. The 
Association has to congratulate itself upon an un- 
interrupted success, which, in proportion to the 
means at its command, is perhaps without a parallel, 
and which is not only in itself an evidence of the 
inherent vitality of Homceopathy, but is also cal- 
culated to afford encouragement to all who, in 
other branches of scientific inquiry, are seeking to 
promote a candid examination of new discoveries. 
That within the space of little more than eighteen 
months, nearly 1,300 persons should have formed 
themselves into a united body for diffusing the 
knowledge of a disputed and derided truth, in 
which they could have no other interest than such 
as benevolence would prompt, is a circumstance 
that has never been witnessed in any analogous 
ease. ‘That this body, too, should, upon assem- 
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bling to review the results of their efforts from 
their commencement down to the present time, 
find not a single drawback to what they have 
achieved, is also a point, looking to the nature of 
their task, which they could hardly have hoped to 
realize. It is not only that they have distributed 
1,200 volumes and many thousand pamphlets, that 
they have allayed apprehensions respecting the pro- 
gress of a fatal epidemic, and made the means 
of prevention widely known, that they have seen 
several of their members go forth to remote places, 
with the intention of planting Homoeopathy along 
with the first elements of civilization, and that they 
have never had occasion to solicit funds, since 
relying solely on the voluntary zeal of their 
members, they are, after the performance of all 
their duties, yet in the possession of considerable 
means, but there is, beyond all this, the satisfac- 
tion, that owing to the spirit in which their labours 
have been conducted, they are not conscious of 
having awakened, even in the minds of any one 
individual among those whose views and practice 
they are so actively endeavouring to subvert, a 
single unkind feeling, or mdeed any feeling incon- 
sistent with entire respect for the motives by 
which they have been impelled. It is, indeed, 
to this last circumstance, probably, that much of 
our success is to be ascribed. We have not ad- 
vocated the cause in a manner inconsistent with 
its nature. ‘There is amongst all who mutually 
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recognize what they sincerely believe to be a great 
truth, a kind of freemasonry, which produces an 
earnest feeling towards each other; and in its 
turn, this widening of their sympathies tends to 
beget a more tolerant feeling in their dealings with 
all the world. ‘That this has been the case among 
the members of our Association, may safely be 
asserted; and hence the way in which we have 
carefully avoided all attempts to force our views 


- upon unwilling minds. We all remember when 


we were not Homceopathists ourselves, and most 
of us, doubtless, could also testify that it was by 
some unobtrusive remark or simple fact, and not 
by the eager vehemence of controversy, that we 
were first induced to give it our attention. 
Although, however, a review of our progress 
gives room for this feeling of unqualified satis- 
faction, it is necessary we should limit its in- 
dulgence. It is a condition of every task, that 
the further we advance towards its completion, so 
does the necessity increase for sustained exertion, 
since the very extent of what we have accomplished 
would constitute a reproach for not accomplishing 
the remainder. If we had never been able to form 
an associated band for mutual support,—if we had 
never found the means to disseminate our views, 
and if we had never gained the influence of distin- 
guished names, we might still pause, comparatively 
free from disgrace in avowing that we must leave 
to time the full establishment of our doctrine. 
B2 
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But, as it is, we have succeeded too well, and gone 
too far, to stand still even fora moment. We have 
marched proudly, although not insultingly, into the 
domain of medical science to institute a new order 
of affairs, and if we now leave a single weak point 
exposed, our discomfiture will be as signal as our 
temerity. We must, therefore, finish our work, 
for we can neither retreat nor remain where we 
are; and hence the question for our consideration 
is,—What are the points that are yet requisite to 
establish our entire security ? 

Now, in the promulgation and advocacy of every 
new truth, there are three things that are essential. 
Firstly: We must clearly state our doctrine, and 
the nature of the phenomena on which it is based. 
Secondly : We must publish all the testimony that 
can be collected. And lastly: We must furnish 
means by which all those who are incapable of re-. 
celving conviction through the testimony of others, 
may at once resolve their doubts by personal ob- 
servation. 7 

As regards the first of these points, namely, the 
clear enunciation of our doctrine, nothing has been 
neglected. The Association has, as has been ob- 
served in the Report, issued thousands of volumes 
and tracts on the principles of the Homeopathic 
system, and, through the zeal of their Honorary 
Secretary, an extensive correspondence has been 
carried on with all who have applied for informa- 
tion. With respect to the second point, the statis- 
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tical verification of our doctrine, everything that 
could be required has, in like manner, been per- 
formed ; and on this head we may especially point 
to the 8,000 pamphlets which have been distri- 
buted, showing the results of the treatment in 
Cholera, and to the history of what was done in — 
Ireland during the famine and pestilence of 184’7. 
Of our three duties, then, the first and second have 
been completely fulfilled. It is in relation to the 


i - third that we shail find the call for our concluding 


labours. We have proclaimed our doctrine, and 
promulgated its evidences; but we have not yet 
established a direct means by which inquirers may 
satisfy themselves by personal observation, and 
without this our task is unfinished. Satisfactory 
as may be our reasoning, extensive as may be our 
evidence, still,—even though it be all collected in 
one mass, it leaves an opening, of which any one 
determined to resist conviction may avail himself 
to escape. ‘The theory of our system may be ad- 
mitted to be perfect, and its evidences may be ac- 
knowledged as having been prepared in good 
faith ; but the world have seen so many ingenious 
theories—and more especially in medicme—turn 
out to be delusions, that, as a frequent experience 
of treachery will sometimes lead men to distrust 
all mankind in proportion to the fairness of their 
professions, so there are some who are rather 
deterred from than won to a new creed by the 
allegation, that in theory it is all that could be 
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desired ; while, in the next place, as regards its 
being supported by an overwhelming array of 
statistics, it is well known that such is the colour 
in which men are apt to look at what they wish 
to be true, that, without any intention to deceive, 
they often demonstrate the most erroneous doc- 
trines by the most formidable array of figures. 
To distinguish sound reason from sophistry, and 
carefully weighed statements from those which 
have been caught at credulously, requires a clear- 
ness of vision which does not belong to the 
majority; and hence the necessity for something 
more than theoretical arguments and elaborate 
statistics. The question then lies before us,—Is 
it in our power to supply what is thus wanting, 
and to put ourselves in a position to appeal to the 
world, whether we have not placed before all in- 
quirers every means of satisfaction that can be 
demanded @ 

The only way in which this final satisfaction can 
be furnished, is by the establishment of a public 
hospital. It may be said, that imcontrovertible 
evidence is daily presented to the medical mind 
by the multitudinous cures performed by Homceo- 
pathists in private practice. But this will not 
suffice. In the first place, the medical gentlemen 
by whom these cures are effected cannot blazon 
them, because they are interested parties. The 
only quarters, therefore, whence Homceopathic 
cures can be promulgated, must be from the 
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patients themselves, and their friends. But non- 
professional persons can exercise in this way little 
or no weight upon medical men. So many enthu- 
siastic individuals have been found at all times to 
proclaim the most wonderful virtues in nostrums 
which have struck their fancy, that it 1s not to be 
expected that merely isolated reports of remark- 
able recoveries should be received with full 
attention by professional persons, who are well 
aware not only of the common eagerness of the 
public to report marvels and to jump at con- 
clusions, but also of the numberless instances in 
which even their own colleagues have been carried 
away by fancies, as to the extraordinary and uni- 
versal effects of new remedies. ‘This reason, there- 
fore, is quite sufficient to deter us from volunteering 
to professional men any statements of the kind; 
and, if this were not enough, the ordinary rules of 
courtesy would alone prevent it, since for a layman 
to invite the attention of a medical practitioner to 
the facts of Homoeopathy is simply to assume that 
he requires to be enlightened, by comparatively un- 
qualified persons, on a point which comes peculiarly 
within the province of his own inquiries. It is 
plain, therefore, that in all cases of Homceopathic 
cures, the persons who are sure to be the last to 
hear of them are the medical gentlemen by whom 
the system is opposed. 

It may be said, however, that as we have set 
forth our doctrine, it is the duty of all medical 
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men to make trial of it for themselves. But this, 
again, will not hold, because we have no absolute 
right to demand of any one that he should put 
himself to trouble to ascertain the truth of any- 
thing we may assert, until we ourselves shall have 
done all that can be required of us. Now, when 
we ask a medical practitioner to try Homceopathy, 
and he replies that, in the first instance, he would 
rather look on, and observe the result of the treat- 
ment in experienced hands, we are almost totally 
without the power of complying with so reasonable 
aclaim. We have no central place where a fair 
inquirer can attend, from day to day, conscien- 
tiously to verify our statements, and to qualify 
himself by accurate observation, before venturing 
upon experiments on his own account. And it is 
not alone that this fact is a hindrance to the pro- 
gress of Homceopathy, but it 1s absolutely in the 
hands of an uncompromising opponent no slight 
argument against it. “‘ Why have you no hos- 
pital?” will be the inquiry. ‘“ You boast of 
thousands of marvellous cures ; therefore, it is out 
of the question that a want of funds can be the 
cause. ‘The gratitude of those who are treated 
under the old system maintains hospitals and dis- 
pensaries in every part of the world. ‘There is no 
city in England, however small, without such an 
institution ; and it is plain, if you have conferred 
the benefits you profess, that in your case a far 
stronger spirit of thankfulness must bring abundant 
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offerings for a similar purpose. Neither can a 
paucity of applicants for treatment constitute your 
excuse; because, if your cures are so extensive, 
the fame of them must cause you to be besieged 
by those who have been discharged from other in- 
stitutions without relief. What, then, is the in- 
ference? Obviously, that you hesitate to bring 
your system to the final test, by which it must 
stand or fall!” 

Shall we permit this reproach, or at once resolve 
that it shall exist no longer? Shall we, in short, 
finish our work, now we are within sight of the 
goal? ‘There is no more imperative duty that we 
can perform, and it is not too much to say, that if 
we part this evening without entering earnestly 
upon it, we shall forego one of those high occasions 
that are only presented to those who faithfully 
seek for opportunities of usefulness—opportunities 
which, seized upon with ardour, invariably open 
up for us still nobler callings, but which, once 
neglected, never re-appear until by hard discipline 
we have learned their value. 

There is, however, no need to apprehend that 
we shall hesitate. We have only to recognize the 
paramount dignity of our aim, and it will then be 
hard for us to turn aside. In the case of all ordi- 
nary appeals to benevolence, there are generally 
some circumstances to qualify the ardour with 
which we may respond to them. Nothing, for 
instance, at first sight, can seem more agreeable 
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than to contribute to a hospital on the sole ground 
of establishing a gratuitous provision for the sick 
poor. But stern philosophy suggests the consi- 
deration, that all provisions of this kind tend to 
weaken those feelings of prudence and self-reliance 
upon which our welfare as a people depends, and 
which can be stimulated only by the consciousness 
that we must, by our own economy and foresight, 
anticipate all the ordinary contingencies of life. 
In the present case, however, it is not on the mere 
principle of providing for the improvident that we 
are called to act, although in the existing stage of 
society, charity even of that kind cannot be dis- 
pensed with; but the object we primarily seek is 
to promulgate a new truth, upon the speedy recep- 
tion of which the welfare of the whole human race 
depends. We seek to treat patients gratuitously, 
because under no other circumstances could we. 
convince them of our sincerity, or claim the right 
of exhibiting their treatment to medical inquirers ; 
and. if, conjointly with the service we thus render 
to the world, the subordinate, although to most 
persons more pleasing task of relieving individual 
want can be accomplished, we are enabled to com- 
bine a degree of satisfaction beyond all that could - 
otherwise be offered. 

In summing up the responsibilities before us, 
let us remember, moreover, that in spreading Ho- 
moeopathy as we have done, we have given cur- 
rency to a doctrine which, in proportion as it is 
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novel and beautiful, will attract a host of ignorant 
and sordid men to make use of it, unless we take 
every care to insure that the increase of qualified 
practitioners shall be equal to the increase of con- 
verts among the public. A hospital capable of 
receiving pupils is the only means by which this 
can be effected. 

If we are prepared, then, to undertake the work 
—the last one in connexion with Homeopathy 
which, as non-professional persons, we can be 
called upon to perform,—it only remains for us to 
appeal to our medical friends, who have this even- 
ing honoured us with their presence, to know if 
they also are ready for their portion of the labour. 
To that question there will be but one answer, for 
none of us who are conversant with the history of 
Homeopathy can fail to be aware of the devoted 
and unselfish zeal that has been displayed by its 
practitioners—a zeal which, in so far as it springs 
from sympathy with human suffering and an ardent 
love of science, is happily characteristic of the 
medical profession, whether we speak of the prac- 
titioners of the old system or of the new, but 
which, in the latter case, we may believe to be 
heightened by the certainty of the blessings it is 
in their power to scatter. We shal] hear, how- 
ever, from their own lips, their opinions of what 
can be effected, and of what they require of us to 
enable them to bestow their skill and their bene- 
volence where the harvest will be richest. We 
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shall see that the effort demanded on our part will 
be but slight, and that it is upon them that the 
most arduous duty will necessarily fall. Let the 
cheerfulness with which they are prepared to under- 
take it, furnish a stimulus to our own enthusiasm. 

Little further need be said, except that we should 
call to mind what has already been effected by our 
Association, in order to appreciate the results of 
the combined action of a united body, at scarcely 
more than a nominal expense to each individual. 
The same system pursued with regard to the 
maintenance of a hospital will answer every pur- 
pose. If each member of the Association will 
resolve to collect from all who may be willing to 
aid the cause, any sum, however small, it will 
amount in the aggregate to a fund amply sufficient, 
with other contributions that may be relied upon, 
to give full birth to the undertaking, and, once. 
started, it will assert from year to year its claims 
upon the public by the force of facts which cannot 
be resisted. 

At the same time, let us hope to raise these 
means without solicitations. It is one of the most 
pleasing facts connected with our Association, that 
every shilling which has been contributed has been 
not sought, but offered. ‘Those who have no pri- 
vate objects to gain cannot descend to beg, upon 
any pretext whatever, and they owe it to the 
nature of their cause to place it on a higher 
footing. All that we may collect would bring 
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little satisfaction, if it were not twice blessed; 
and no gift can bless the giver, if it proceed merely 
as the reply to importunities which it would seem 
difficult to waive off. Let us, therefore, fix our 
best reliance on making known the fact that a 
hospital is wanted, and that it has been resolved 
to start one. All who sympathize with Homee- 
opathy, and some who, knowing nothing of Ho- 
mceopathy, may yet desire to promote the fair ex- 
amination of a new and clearly stated doctrine, 
will then give us their aid spontaneously, and it is 
only in this way that it can be wished for. ‘The 
smallest sum so bestowed will bring better results 
for all parties than all that might be extracted 
from those whose liberality but arises from the 
difficulty of saying—No. 

_ Under these circumstances, our hospital will re- 
present our hearts and minds, and not the mere 
fashion of charity. It will stand as a testimony to 
truth, with life in its very walls. The promul- 
gation of the law on which health depends is the 
ground-work of every other duty; and this is what 
we seek in establishing Homceopathy. The feeble- 
ness and restlessness of impaired vitality will be 
found the prompters of all carelessness and crime ; 
and before the reign of morality and religion can 
be established, we must do our best to raise the 
physical organization of mankind, so that each in- 
dividual may use with complete efficiency the 
instruments or talents which have been committed 
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to his charge. Every sacred impulse, therefore, 
calls us to this undertaking, and also every per- 
sonal consideration, for the highest benevolence is 
the only true selfishness, and there never yet was 
a single grain of help given towards the establish- 
ment of a principle, which did not ultimately yield 
its reward, although in the complicated map of 
human events, the chain between the act and its 
consequences may have been undiscernable. 

That many of those whom I now address will 
be permitted to see from the proceedings of this 
evening the growth of results almost incredible 
from their magnitude, is a conviction as plain to 
me as if the present were the future; and it will 
add to their sense of the efforts of the peaceful 
and unnoticed disciples of a simple truth, when, 
looking back over the bleak results of the wars 
and slaughter into which kings and peoples, and 
nations and their invaders, were plunged in 1849, 
they compare them with what will have grown 
from the quiet step in which they were here en- 
gaged, and which will then be marked as having 
given the chief impulse to a means of healing 
that has carried vigour, hope, and comfort to every 
region of the globe. 
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Reporl 


OF A 


GENERAL MEETING 


OF THE 


BRITISH HOMCOPATHIC ASSOCIATION. 


A GENERAL MEETING of this Association was held at Willis’s 
Rooms, St. James’s, on Wednesday evening, the 22nd August. 
The meeting was very numerously attended. At half-past 
seven o'clock, 

Mr. Marmapuxke B. Sampson, the Chairman of the As- 
sociation, took the chair. 

The CuHairMan said :—Ladies and Gentlemen—Our first 
proceeding this evening will be to submit for your approval the 
Report, which has been prepared by the Committee of the 
British Homeopathic Association, up to the present time. 
Before calling upon the Honorary Secretary to favour us by 
reading that document, I am desirous of expressing to you the 
regret of the Committee, that it was not in their power to call 
you together at an earlier period of the year. It was their m- 
tention that a public meeting of the Association should have 
taken place in the spring; but it was found that, during the 
active period of London business and the Parliamentary Session, 
the pressure of occupation on the various members of the Com- 
mittee was such as to render it impossible for them to devote 


more time to the Association than was absolutely requisite for 
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the carrying on of its ordinary affairs. Owing to this delay, 
we are deprived of the attendance of many of our fellow 
members, who are absent in the country; and to the same cir- 
cumstance must be attributed our not being favoured by the 
presence of the President, His Grace the Duke of Beaufort, 
and the Vice-President, the Marquis of Anglesea. It is satis- 
factory, however, to know that, although we are deprived of the 
presence of these distinguished personages, we have every 
assurance of their best wishes and active co-operation in the 
cause of Homeopathy. (Hear, hear.) Another unfortunate 
circumstance to which I must allude is, that our meeting is 
fixed on the very day that has been appointed for the assembling 
of the Peace Congress in Paris, by which we are again deprived 
of the attendance of several influential members, particularly 
those belonging to the Society of Friends. (Hear, hear.) 
Notwithstanding these drawbacks, the zeal which is always 
manifested among those who recognize the truth of Home- 
opathy will, I doubt not, make up for the deficiency of our 
arrangements ; and the proceedings of the evening will, I trust, 
not only prove of permanent benefit to the cause we have at 
heart, but also tend to draw more closely the bonds by which 
we are all united. (Hear, hear.) I will not further trespass 
on your time, but will request the Honorary Secretary to pro- 
ceed to the reading of the Report of the Committee. (Hear, 
hear. ) 

The Honorary Secretary (Mr. R. W. Heurruey,) then 
read the Report, which was as follows :— 


The Committee of the British Homeopathic Association 
have much pleasure in meeting the members, to submit for their 
approval the various steps taken by the Committee, on their 
behalf, for the diffusion of the doctrine of Homeopathy. 

At the time when the Association was organized, the number 
of its members was 410. From that period down to the present 
hour, there has been a continuous increase, which has far sur- 
passed all the expectations originally entertained; and your 
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Committee have now the satisfaction to announce, that the 
total has reached 1,270. It is also gratifying to add, that 
amongst these 1,270 members, a large proportion are distin- 
guished for rank, influence, and talent. Indeed, in this respect, 
the Committee believe that the register of the Association pre- 
sents an array of names such as has rarely been found in any 
previous combination of an equal number of persons. 

Amongst the names on the list is that of Her Royal High- 
ness the Duchess of Cambridge. 

The Committee have received numerous donations ; amongst 
others, one of £10 from Thomas John Knowlys, Esq., of 
Heysham Tower, Lancaster. | 

The accounts of the Association, duly audited up to the Ist 
of January, 1849, have been forwarded to the members. These 
accounts show an apparent excess of expenditure over income, 
ef £12 4s. 8d.; but as the sum of £13 1s. 2d. remained at 
that period to be collected, it will be seen that the receipts and 
disbursements of the Association were, in fact, exactly balanced. 

Since the Ist of J anuary, new subscriptions, &c., have been 
received ; and the Association is, therefore, at this moment in 
possession of a clear sum, after allowing for all payments, of 
£41. There are also subscriptions in course of collection, 
which will amount to between £50 and £60; and hence the 
actual balance in its favour may be estimated at £100. 

The Committee believe that, looking to the nature and extent 
of what has been achieved by the Association, this prosperous 
state of its finances will be regarded with unqualified satisfaction. 

The Committee beg now to recapitulate the various objects 
which, through the kind co-operation of the members, they 
have been enabled to accomplish. 

One of their earliest measures was the distribution to all the. 
members of an interesting work, detailing the case of a highly 
esteemed medical gentleman, (Mr. James Dore Blake, a Ho- 
mceopathic practitioner, at Taunton, ) who had been subjected 
to very great injustice from the Royal College of Surgeons. 
The circulation of this work, the Committee believe, has done 
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much towards enlightening many of the most liberal practi- 
tioners of the old school, as to the unfair means which at one 
time were too often resorted to, to influence the minds of the 
profession generally against an adoption of Homeopathy. 

The next proceeding was the preparation of an original 
volume to be presented to the members. This volume was 
entitled “ Truths and their Reception.” In addition to the 
essay from which it received its name, it contained one of the 
earliest essays by Hahnemann, ably translated by one of the 
editors of the British Journal of Homeopathy,—a statistical 
account of the Homeopathic treatment of Cholera, and a Nar- 
rative of a Mission to Ireland, during the famine and pestilence 
of 1847, undertaken by a gentleman, now one of the members 
of the British Homeopathic Society. 

The reception of this volume was extremely favourable. The 
first edition of 1,000 copies was rapidly absorbed, and a second 
edition became necessary. The total number of copies thus 
issued has been 1,220; and there remain 280, which, judging 
from appearances, will soon also be exhausted. 

The Committee have likewise to report that, from time to 
time, they have issued not less than 3,000 copies of a pamphlet 
containing sixteen pages, containing a concise account of the 
principles of Homeopathy. They have also distributed 3,500 
circulars, detailing the objects of the Association. 

In addition to all these publications, the Committee have to 
mention a step, which has been attended with important benefits. 
On the first approach of the Cholera to this country, they pre- 
pared a pamphlet, earnestly calling attention to the results of 
Homeopathy in that disease ; and alse containing a statement 
of the means of prevention, as well as those which should be 
adopted on the first symptoms of an attack, pending the arrival 
of a physician. 

Of the success of this measure, and of the effect which the 
pamphlet must have produced in causing the existence of the 
Association to be widely known, the best idea will be formed 
from the fact, that the demand for it has been such as to render 
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necessary thirteen successive reprints,—the total distribution 
having amounted to 8,000 copies. 

The consequences which have flowed from these various and 
extensive proceedings of the Association, have been manifested 
in many ways, which plainly demonstrate that Homeeopathy is 
now sufficiently established in the public mind, to render its 
_ rapid dissemination for the future entirely certain. The pro- 
vincial press,—one of the best indices of growing opinion,— 
has, in several cases, referred to the proceedings of the Asso- 
ciation, with the strongest expressions of approval; and it may 
also be added, that applications from different parts of the 
country, from respectable practitioners of the old school, re- 
questing information, and expressing in respectful terms a desire 
to become acquainted with the best works, to enable them to 
investigate the system, have latterly been of frequent occur- 
rence. | 

It remains to be mentioned, that your Committee have re- 
garded it as especially desirable to endeavour to plant a 
knowledge of Homeopathy in distant places, wherever a new 
opportunity might present itself. The Committee believe that 
there are none of the settled countries of the world in which the 
doctrine has not been for some years known and practised. 
But the British race is constantly extending itself to new re- 
gions, and thus furnishing fresh opportunities of diffusing truth. 
During the existence of the Association, the additional 
colonies founded have been two; one in the Indian Archi- 
pelago, and one in the southern part of New Zealand. In 
both of them earnest members of the Association are already to 
be found. The first Government officer who landed at the 
hitherto uninhabited Island of Labuan, which commands com- 
plete intercourse with all the countless and thickly peopled 
islands of the Indian Seas, was a member of our body; and the 
first trunk that was carried on shore contained one of the well- 
provided medicine chests of Mr. Headland. At Otago, in 
New Zealand, the other colony alluded to, two of our members 
will have been amongst the earliest arrivals; and they, in like 


c 2 


20 


manner, went prepared with medicine chests and books, to act 
as missionaries in the cause. 

The Committee have now rendered a concise account of the 
way in which they have endeavoured to fulfil the duties which 
the members confided to them ; and having thus dealt with the 
past, they have requested their Chairman to address yon in the 
course of this evening, with regard to the present and the 
future. 

The Committee cannot conclude this Report without pub- 
licly acknowledging the very great power which has been 
derived to the Association from the exertions made in its behalf 
by the medical gentlemen who compose the list of its honorary 
members. With the British Homeopathic Society and its 
President, Dr. Quin, they have carried on a constant inter- 
course, which has lightened all their labours; and it is there- 
fore, with the highest satisfaction that they seize this opportunity 
of expressing the sense they entertain on this point, and of 
congratulating the members that, on the present occasion, they 
are favoured with the presence of these allies and friends. 


Captain WarDE, R.A., in moving the adoption of the Report, 
trusted he should not be considered to be intruding himself 
upon the meeting; for, although what he might have to say 
in connection with the rapid extension of the system of 
Homeopathy might not prove interesting, still he felt bound © 
to come forward, and avow openly the benefits of the practice, 
as regarded himself personally and his family. It was possible 
that his style and mode of address might be deemed tedious, 
but, as he was not accustomed to public auditories, he hoped 
they would bear with him while he narrated what he had 
to say. (Hear, hear.) He appeared there to state to them 
the reason why he became a convert to Homceopathy; and 
further, to give unequivocally the best evidence in his power 
of the beneficial effects of that treatment, which had induced 
him to become steadfast in the faith. (Hear, hear.) He 
had to state, that for upwards of eight years he was a con- 
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firmed invalid, suffering more than ordinary illness, and it 
was not until he embraced Homeopathy, and then not 
before he had exhausted all the resources of Allopathy, that 
his restoration was effected. -At the time it was suggested 
to him that he should avail himself of the new system, he was 
a thorough sceptic, and when it was mentioned to him, he 
treated it at first with perfect ridicule. At length, although 
entertaining the highest sense of the unremitting attention 
and kindness which he had experienced from the practitioners 
of the old schcol, he consented, at the instance of a relative 
of the noble and distinguished President of the Association, 
to apply to Dr. Quin. (Hear, hear.) He went, and, as 
he said before, being a sceptic, he asked that gentleman to 
tell him honestly whether he thought that he could put him 
(Captain Warde,) to rights. (Laughter.) Having examined 
him minutely on the points of his disorder, the Doctor said 
he had great hopes that, provided he could practise patience 
—for patience was one of the ingredients in the success of 
the treatment of chronic cases,—he would be able to put 
him “quite to rights;’ and he kept his word. (Hear, 
hear.) He found in Dr. Quin not only an able and 
scientific physician, but a most agreeable friend. He would 
not detain them too long, but he had to state that, after 
following the system strictly, im the course of three or 
four months, having previously been an invalid for eight 
years, he was “ turned out” as well as ever he was before 
in his life. (Hear, hear.) Since that period, then being a 
bachelor, he had become a married man, with a family, and he 
had not only found the practical benefits of the system in his own 
person, but it had also greatly benefited his wife and children. 
He was induced to say this, because, as he saw so many ladies 
present, he thought it necessary to state explicitly the fact of 
the beneficial results experienced by children from the practice 
of Homeopathy. Soon after his first treatment under Home- 
opathy, he went to Ireland, and he there found a difficulty, 
attendant upon the want of Homeopathic practitioners in that 
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ountry, and therefore he was frequently compelled to call in 
the aid of the old medical school; and although he had no 
wish to underrate one party more than another, he found the 
greatest difference in the systems. They might think that he 
was troubling them with too much of his personal affairs, but 
he could only assure them that it was from his anxiety to 
show, that his conversion to Homeopathy arose from his per- 
fect conviction that it superseded altogether the principles of 
the Allopathic school. (Hear, hear.) He had now four 
children—the youngest but six months old, and the eldest three 
years; and never, since the birth of the latter, had they been 
subject to any treatment but that of. Homeopathy, and he 
could assure them that, from the eldest to the youngest, more 
flourishing specimens of Homeceopathic practice were not to be 
found. (Hear, hear, and loud laughter.) 1t was impossible 
for any one to deny, who really was acquainted with the dis- 
tinctions of the two systems, that the medicines themselves did 
not constitute a great feature in the treatment,—the medica- 
ments of the Homeeopathists were nil, as regarded taste ; and 
he would only appeal to any mother, who had ever administered 
castor oil to her offspring, to say whether the Allopathic or the 
Homeopathic dose deserved the preference. Such was his 
unpression of the perfect efficacy of the Homeopathic system, 
that he did fancy it would before long supersede the old system, 
and become universally acknowledged in every country. They 
had heard by the reading of the Report, that the extension of 
the system was progressing in the most favourable manner, and 
he could only say that he wished it speedy success, and that it 
might penetrate the most distant parts of the earth. (Hear, 
hear.) On the subject of the want of medical men to practise, 
he could only impress upon the attention of the meeting the 
desirableness of encouraging, in every way in their power, all 
those who might direct their studies to such an end, since 
success in rendering Homeopathy known to the world at large 
depended in a great measure upon the increase of its prac- 
titioners. (Hear, hear.) He had nothing further to add, 
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but to move the adoption of the Report they had heard read. 
( Cheers.) 

Mr. Sanpoz said he was very happy to second the adoption 
of the Report, and to give his public assent to its contents. He 
thought he might be allowed, having had twelve years’ experi- 
ence of the benefits derivable from the Homeopathic treatment, 
to state that he was perfectly satisfied that its success would be 
widely spread and lasting. The honourable gentleman who 
preceded him had spoken of his experience on the subject, and 
had alluded to the scepticism which troubled his mind previous 
to the adoption of the system ; like that gentleman, and he pre- 
sumed like most other persons, he also must confess he was a 
sceptic before he felt the efficacy of the system; and it was not 
until it had been widely diffused through the members of his 
domestic circle, that he had been inclined to admit the truth of 
the principle. As he liked to trace all good to its true source, 
he believed that, under the blessing of Divine Providence, this 
system would extend itself throughout the world. His experi- 
ence of twelve years had firmly brought him to the conviction, 
that Homceopathy was applicable to every case, (hear, hear, )— 
surgical cases, as well as those more generally known as phy- 
sicians’ cases,—and that the cures of the diseases, to which 
nature was subjected, were all within the scope of the Homceo- 
pathic practitioner. He was quite satisfied that doubters had 
only to pay proper attention, and to test the cures effected under 
the treatment, and they would, like himself and the honourable 
Captain who had just spoken, acknowledge the new truth which 
had broken in upon them. (Hear, hear.) After passing some 
commendatory remarks upon the exertions of Dr. Quin, in per- 
fecting the system, and the essay of the Chairman, entitled 
“ Truths and their Reception, in relation to Homeopathy,” as 
illustrating the progress of the science, Mr. Sandoz concluded 
by cheerfully seconding the adoption of the Report, and most 
heartily wishing success to the affairs of the Association. ( Hear, 
hear, and cheers. ) 

The Report was then received. 
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The CHairMan then delivered the ADDREss, printed at 
the commencement of this pamphlet, upon the present position 
and future duties of the British Homeopathic Association, de- 
monstrating the immediate necessity of establishing a LoNDON 
Homa@opatuic HosprtaL; upon the conclusion of which, 

Dr. QuIN rose and said :—Mr. Chairman, ladies, and gen- 
tlemen—As an honorary member of the British Homeopathic 
Association, and President of the British Homeopathic Society, 
it devolves upon me to answer the appeal so eloquently made 
by our Chairman, to know what support the members of the 
latter society would be likely to afford to the proposition con- 
tained in the address, which you have now heard. Perhaps it 
may not be uninteresting to you, before I enter into the subject 
of that appeal, to acquaint you with the origin of the formation 
of the British Homceopathic Society. It is about five years and 
a half since this Society was first established. It then consisted 
of eight members—gentlemen who met together with the inten- 
tion of forming a nucleus, from which might proceed a larger 
and more influential body, for developing Homceopathic prac- 
tice, and disseminating its principles. From deaths and other 
causes, its increase in numbers was at first slow, but in the 
course of two years, satisfactory progress was made ; and the 
number now consists of forty-four medical members of acknow- 
ledged talent and experience. Of this body of forty-four, 
sixteen are metropolitan members; and I may state that no 
person is admitted as a member without the strictest exaii- 
nation of his credentials; the qualifications of a thorough medi- 
cal education in the old school being required, as well as 
certificates of having passed the usual examinations, and re- 
ceived the diplomas of the recognized universities and schools 
of medicine. (Hear, hear.) It was one of the principles of 
the Society to give advice to the poorer classes gratis, for the 
cure of the poor sick is a duty ever cheerfully performed by 
the members of the medical profession, of whatever sect. Some 
two years ago, it was suggested that the British Homeopathic 
Society should connect itself with the British Homeopathic 
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Association, and that the two boards should act in concert. It 
was accordingly arranged that the members of the British Ho- 
meeopathic Society should be honorary members of the British 
‘Homeopathic Association, in whose proceedings they should 
take a part. This brings me now to answer the appeal of the 
Chairman, as to what the medical members are ready to do 
in furtherance of the good cause by the establishment of a 
hospital; I am prepared to state, that the medical gentlemen 
have every desire to carry out this project, if possible, to per- 
fection. (Hear, hear.) I may, however, premise, that before 
the medical members enter upon their work, one of the condi- 
tions on which they ageeed to give their co-operation, and in 
which they were readily met by the lay members of the As- 
sociation, was, that the medical arrangements of the hospital 
and the election of the medical officers should be made, in 
the first instance, as the members of the British Homeopathic 
Society should determine. It was thought that, in the first 
formation of such an establishment, it would be most essential 
that the individuals appointed to the several offices should be 
such as full confidence could be placed in (hear, hear), and 
that their experience should give weight to the institution, 
and assure the public that the best possible medical aid, ac- 
cording to the judgment of those most fitted to form an opinion 
upon such a matter, viz., the medical body itself, was available. 
Now, I cannot answer the Chairman’s appeal better than by 
briefly stating what the members of the British Homeceopathic 
Society are prepared to do, in furtherance of the proposed 
object. They are prepared to devote all the time and attention 
that are requisite to the purposes of the institution (hear, hear, 
and loud cheers)—all their skill and talent; and to superin- 
tend and take under their care whatever cases may present 
themselves, and to spread. a knowledge of Homeopathy by 
instituting a school, and giving lectures on various subjects 
connected with the science and principles of Homceopathy. 
(Hear, hear.) By these means, not only will the diffusion of 
its principles be rendered certain, but we shall effectually bring 


under notice the results obtained by the system. With a view 
of furthering the object, in which every member is interested, I 
am authorized to state, that at the last meeting of the British 
Homeopathic Society, it was resolved to bring forward a 
proposition before the annual assembly of the Society, to be 
held this week, that from the funds of the Society, £100 
should be given towards the establishment of the hospital 
(hear, hear); and that the Society should also contribute, 
when the hospital is established, an annual subscription 
of £50 (hear, hear); the only condition being, that as the 
medical members will require some accommodation in the 
establishment for the holding of their ordinary board meetings 
and for the purpose of discussing the matters of the Society, 
a room shall be set apart for them, in which they can ar- 
range those affairs, and also attend to the general superintend- 
ence of the hospital. It is also desirable that a room on the 
premises should be appropriated for the purposes of a library. 
The medical officers will not usurp much space, because a 
board-room will be required by the governors of the hospital, 
while the library will be available to those who belong to the 
institution. I feel confident that, at the next meeting of this 
Association, I shall be empowered to announce that the propo- 
sition I have just alluded to has met with the unanimous 
approval of the provincial members of the Society, as it has 
already obtained that of the metropolitan members. (Hear, 
hear.) In the meantime I am authorized by the metropolitan 
imembers of the British Homeopathic Society, who are all 
earnest im the cause, to announce their intention to be sub- 
scribers annually of five guineas each; the names of these 
gentlemen are—Dr. Partridge, Mr. Cameron, Dr. Massol, 
Mr. Yeldham, Dr. Chapman, Dr. Holland, Mr. Reynolds, 
Mr. Leadam, Mr. Wilson, Mr. Metcalfe, Mr. Kidd, Dr. 
Hamilton and Dr. Chepmell. Iam also authorized to state, 
that the President of the British Homeopathic Society, in 
order to further the cause, is desirous of being permitted to give 
100 guineas for the first year (hear, hear, and loud cheers), 
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and teu guineas annually thereafter, (Continued cheering. ) 
Under these circumstances, and with your effective aid, I think 
that the cause of philanthropy will be secured, and that we may 
hope to see the hospital properly established. (Hear, hear.) 
I believe I have little more to add respecting the appeal made 
by our Chairman to the medical body ; but before I sit down, 
IT am anxious to address a few words to the opulent, who are 
ever ready to extend the benefits to be derived from a hospital 
to the indigent sick, I say to them, that it is the only sure 
means to raise up witnesses of the success of our practice ; and 
in the terms of the Address, I will appeal to them to secure, 
as far as lies in their power, all the aid necessary for achieving 
our object. You are all aware of the difficulty encountered by 
the medical profession in evolving new truths; but as far as 
Homeopathy is concerned, that difficulty will be greatly ob- 
--viated by the establishment of a public charitable institution, 
which will enable us to show the beneficial results of our treat- 
ment. To the middle and other classes I would also appeal, 
as by the furtherance of this object they will be enabled to assist 
in the alleviation of the sufferings of their poorer brethren. 
‘And to mothers of families I earnestly appeal, whether they 
would not wish to see, and to aid in effecting, that amelioration 
of medical treatment which will eventually do away with the 
extreme measures so often resorted to in ordinary practice. 
(Hear, hear, hear.) I will not further dilate on this subject, 
especially as there are others to follow me, and among them the 
Honorary Secretary of the Society, whose talent, great ac- 
quirements, and eloquence, so eminently fit him for that 
office. (Cheers.) 

Dr. CuapMAN (who was received with loud applause,) said 
that, in coming forward to support the establishment of a hos- 
pital, he felt that the meeting was distinguishing itself ina most 
noble manner; but. this was not surprising after the eloquent 
address of their Chairman, and the able speech of the President 
of the British Homeopathic Society. Were he prepared to 
follow them through the arguments which they had adduced in 
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favour of the foundation of such an institution, he felt that they 
had so well handled the subject that it would be useless to enter 
at any length upon it. What he, therefore, should confine 
himself to would be to support the appeal that had been made 
to the members of the British Homeopathic Association, and 
which he had every reason to anticipate would be most heartily 
and cheerfully responded to. (Hear, hear.) It was because 
he was among those present who were much interested in the 
establishment of the hospital, that the circumstance reminded 
him of the African on the river’s bank, who, to try its depth, 
threw stones in the water, and anxiously watched to see the air- 
bubbles rise. That excellent simile he would not lose sight of, 
for he there, too, was waiting to ascertain the depth of the argu- 
ments used, and see their air-bubbles in the shape of subscrip- 
tions. (Hear, hear.) In speaking to the question, he felt 
that the time had arrived when the necessity of action, in pro- 
moting the good cause they had met to consider, was fully 
apparent. (Hear, hear.) If he were asked, what were the 
chief glories of England ? he should not point to the cathedrals 
or churches, although he held such establishments in extreme 
respect ; but he should point to the orphans’ houses and in- 
firmaries of the land, which ministered to the comforts and — 
wants of the poor, the fatherless, and neglected. (Hear, hear.) 
To the ladies especially he would address himself, and he trusted 
that they would not fail in assisting in that good work. He 
addressed them especially, because he knew there was nothing 
which was ever perfected without the co-operation of women. 
Under the circumstances, it was of vital importance that the 
decision of the Committee should receive every support, and he 
was guite prepared to say that, not only was Homeopathy es- 
sential to the redemption of health, but it was also an immense 
aid to moral regeneration. (Hear, hear.) While Homceopathy 
was working its effects with the health, it was not alone re- 
moving the baneful influence of disease, but it also tended to 
eradicate the moral defects -of their poor suffering fellow-crea- 
tures. (Hear, hear.) Observations had been made in the 
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course of the evening, on the absence of a Homeopathic hos- 
pital in London. They had heard that the principle had spread 
into distant lands, and he would now inform them what had been 
communicated to him by a gentleman from Philadelphia, whom 
he had hoped to have seen there and heard that evening—that 
in that city, with its 300,000 inhabitants, there were already 
two Homeeopathic hospitals: They must recollect that America 
was only an off-shoot from this country,—that they were brothers 
and sisters flowing from the same stock ; and therefore it was 
to be regretted that London, with its 2,000,000 population, 
shouid not yet have so far advanced as Philadelphia, with its 
300,000 population. (Hear, hear.) Speaking of the high 
moral influence of Homeopathic practice, he was prepared to 
assert that, if Homceopathy had been followed out three gene- 
‘rations since, very many of the great hereditary diseases would 
by this time have been entirely eradicated. He, therefore, 
would now appeal to the meeting, not as a question of self- 
interest to guide them in their decision, but as one which affected 
the whole human race; and he trusted that the hearts of fathers 
and mothers would be moved to render assistance to the poorer 
classes, who by the establishment of this hospital would be 
mainly benefited. (Hear, hear.) 

The Hon. Aucustus Moreton said, that he had been 
deputed to move a resolution, which he was sorry had not been 
put into more able hands. However, he would discharge the 
duty in the best manner he could; and in alluding to the sub- 
ject matter of their meeting, he was glad to find that Home- 
opathy was making such permanent and favourable progress. 
It was not surprising, as had been stated, that some doubters 
might be found among those who were disposed to investigate 
the question. It was to be inferred, as many would argue, that 
if Homeopathy were so true and so efficacious in its application, 
there would be no need of spreading its success abroad ; for the 
practitioners would be so crowded with patients, and the system 
itself so highly encouraged, that help for its advancement would 
scarcely be required. But it was a peculiar characteristic of 
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the English mind, that it could hardly receive any new truta 
without doubting its validity. That the highest dilutions of 
medicaments, as administered by the Homeeopathists, would 
have a similar or greater effect than medicines administered in 
the.crude form, was a statement not likely to be received, until 
fully explained, with any degree of confidence. He must con- 
fess, for his own part, that such feelings troubled him before he 
became practically acquainted with the system. After being in 
bad health some time, he applied to a Homeopathic prac- 
titioner ; and then, not fancying altogether the minuteness of 
the dose, he requested him distinctly, so that its efficiency should 
not prove abortive, to give it him pretty strong (laughter) ; 
and the fact was that he did get a pretty strong dose, for it 
ageravated him for one or two days. This was in fact the great 
impediment to the universal reception of the principle, but that 
would soon pass away when it came to be thoroughly under- 
stood. The great disputants on Allopathy and Homoeopathy 
had naturally their points of contention, and there was no doubt 
that cases, which each considered conclusive, were to be favour- 
ably construed ; but while these points were discussed, the want 
of an accurate test in the shape of statistics left a blank, in so far. 
as regarded provable results. Therefore, was it not advisable - 
to start this hospital, to put a Homeopathic hospital by the 
side of an Allopathic hospital, and then see what was the pro- 
portion of mortality ? It was remarkable, considering that in 
England no Homceopathic hospital had yet been started, there 
were many abroad. <A rough list, which he had prepared, 
showed that there was a hospital at Leipsic, and one also at 
each of the following places, namely, Vienna, Munich, Lucca, 
Guno, Gyongyos, Linz, Moscow, Palermo, Thoissy, and 
Kremser. So that even that unfortunate country Hungary, 
which was now struggling to maintain her ancient constitution, 
had three Homeopathic hospitals (hear, hear) ; but in London 
there was not one. There was only one question he would ask 
them before he sat down, and that was, whether, as inhabitants 
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of this great metropolis, they ought not to be ashamed of them- 
selves for not starting a hospital before. (Hear, hear.) The 
honourable gentleman then moved the following resolution :— 


That this meeting recognizes that the establishment of a Homeopathic 
Hospital should be forthwith accomplished, and that they pledge them- 
selves to use their best exertions for the purpose. 


Mr. REEp seconded the resolution, and in doing so, bore 
high testimony to the results of Homoeopathy in his own ex- 
perience. He trusted the appeal made for establishing the 
hospital would be met by the success it deserved and that the 
extensive benefits which were likely to accrue to the poorer 
classes would perpetuate the practice. 

The CaarRMAN then put the resolution, which was carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Tuomas Uwins, R.A., said he had been requested by 
the Chairman to propose that the thanks of the meeting be 
given to the medical gentlemen of the British Homceopathic 
Society, for their attendance on the present occasion, and for 
the way in which they had responded to the appeal regarding 
the establishment of the proposed hospital. He had been 
called upon to perform this duty, because he was the oldest 
Homeopathist in the Association. (Hear, hear.) He believed 
also that he was the oldest lay Homceopathist in England ; 
but, nevertheless, it would ill-become him to avail himself of 
the garrulity regarded as the privilege of old age, to treat at 
any great length of what might be considered his experience on 
the subject. He, however, had in his early life been much 
mixed up with medical men—his brother holding a distin- 
guished rank as a physician in his day, and thus he had been 
enabled intimately to watch the progress of medical science. 
It was as far back as 1826, that he first witnessed Homceo- 
pathic experiments, and that he became perfectly convinced of 
the great truths which those experiments permanently estab- 
iished. He had seen much in the practice of medicine which 


appeared to him to be of a doubtful character, and the uncer- 
tainty which everywhere prevailed shook his faith in the old 
system. He was old enough to recollect the Cullenian 
system of depletion, and also the Brunonian system of re- 
pletion ; and what came forcibly upon his mind was the little 
attention paid to fixed principles, and the circumstance that all 
physicians for the time being, patronized those which were con- 
sidered the fashionable medicines of the day, whether they en- 
couraged the lancet and blister, or, on the other hand, the 
copious use of port-wine and brandy—so great was the pre- 
vailing spirit of empiricism. (Hear, hear, hear.) It was 
whilst he was living in Naples, that a pupil of Hahnemann 
came there and practised; and he felt quite satisfied, from the 
results which he saw, that a new light was about to shine forth. 
His opinion was confirmed in no slight degree from the fact of 
Dr. Quin, who was established in the city of Naples as a prac- 
titioner of the old school, and who had a very extensive 
connexion amongst the highest English families, as well as 
amongst persons of distinction of all countries then resident 
in that populous city, patiently investigating, and at last be- 
coming a convert to, the truth. (Hear, hear, hear.) He 
saw Dr. Quin, who had made himself beloved and respected in - 
the circle in which he had practised, despite his own interests, 
abandon the most lucrative pursuit of his profession (hear, 
hear); he saw him leave the city of Naples to go to 
Germany, and subsequently he heard of him at Leipsic, sitting, 
as a little child, at the feet of the great apostle Hahnemann. 
(Loud applause.) He had letters of those days,—memorials 
which he cherished, and he had since watched Dr. Quin in 
every step he had taken to disseminate and extend the great 
principles he had imbibed at their source. (Hear, hear.) He 
saw him, after he had sacrificed his brightest prospects, proceed- 
ing with all sincerity in his new career, and though settled 
in Paris, going again to Germany to meet the Cholera with 
none but Hommopathic weapons, and coming off victorious. 
(Cheers.) He saw that gentleman afterwards come to London, 
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and in the midst of the persecutions of the medical profession, 
not bating one jot of heart or hope, valiantly pursuing his 
course; and the result had proved that Dr. Quin was right. 
(Hear, hear.) He was quite sure that the doctrine pro- 
mulgated was one that carried truth and success at its foun- 
dation, and he was no less perfectly convinced that its growth 
could not be checked. He saw that where there was only one 
formerly practising Homeopathy, there were now hundreds— 
all graduates of medical universities, and gentlemen of honour, 
learning, and acquirements. (Hear, hear.) From the phalanx 
of talent around them, they would be doubtless addressed by 
others on the several topics of the evening, and he would not 
further occupy their time. (Loud cheers.) 

The motion having been carried, 

Dr. Quin returned thanks. The very flattering manner in 
which Mr. Uwins had alluded to his career in Homceopathy, 
was certainly very gratifying to him; but still, at the same 
time, he feared that the frequent allusion to his name must in- 
duce the meeting to think that it was all Dr. Quin, and nobody 
else. (Cheers and laughter.) Now, he could assure them that 
his case was merely one of many in which the sacrifice of 
a lucrative practice had been freely made in adopting the prin- 
ciple of Homceopathy ; it was the merits of the cause, and not 
those of the individual, which deserved the panegyric they had 
just listened to. (Hear, hear.) But to return to the main 
object of the evening—the meeting had heard, in the course 
of the delivery of the Chairman’s truly powerful and eloquent 
address, an allusion to the fact that the science had been intro- 
duced into the remote regions of Labuan in the Eastern Archi- 
pelago, and into Otago in New Zealand. (Hear, hear.) He 
(Dr. Quin) could add another instance of the manner in which 
Homeopathy was making its course, and of the alacrity with 
which new medical converts made sacrifices to the cause. Mr. 
Brooking, asurgeon in the Fast India Company’s Service, having 
become a convert to the science from ascertaining its efficacy in 
his own case in Jungle fever, had abandoned Allopathy, and 
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resigned his commission in the East India Service in order to 
be better able to follow out Homceopathy. The result was, 
that he had since introduced it to the notice of the natives, and 
being now attached as medical officer to the courts of the 
Rajah of Tanjore and the Rajah of Poodoocoota, the establish- 
ment of two Homceopathic hospitals had been accomplished. 
‘These hospitals were forty miles apart, but Mr. Brooking, by a 
relay of horses, was enabled to give them respectively his per- 
sonal attendance three times a week (hear, hear,); nay, the 
Rajah of Tanjore had lately established a private medical 
school in his own palace, where Mr. Brooking gave instruction 
to several intelligent young medical men, natives of the coun- 
try, in the Homeopathic system. (Cheers.) Such facts re- 
quired little comment, but, did he not fear to weary the patience 
of those who might appear “a packed jury,” (hear, hear, and 
laughter,) he might be tempted to enter further into the ques- 
tion. Without, however, alluding more particularly to the sub- 
ject, he could not refrain from reminding them, after what the 
Honourable Mr. Moreton had told them respecting Hungarian 
and other Homeopathic hospitals on the Continent, and 
what he had himself adduced as to the conduct of persons whom 
we were taught to regard as little better than barbarian Princes, 
that it must be considered as a great reproach that London was 
without any establishment of the kind. (Hear, hear.) It had 
also just been intimated to him that a Homceopathic hospital 
was about being started in Dublin by Dr. Luther and the Sisters 
of Mercy; the institution to possess sixty beds, where the 
poor could be received, and their diseases properly treated. 
(Hear, hear.) Let examples of this description animate the 
breasts of the members of the Association, and be was amply 
satisfied that the issue would prove most satisfactory. (Loud 
cheers. ) 

Dr. G. C. Hottanp, having been called upon to address 
the meeting, said he was not aware that he ever rose under 
greater embarrassment than on the present occasion, for con- 
sidering the nature of the Chairman’s address, and the 
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speeches which had followed, he feared there was little fresh 
soil to turn up, or any topic to notice which would suggest 
remarks of value. Cold must that heart be and wanting in the 
impulses of all good and kindly offices, that had not been 
animated by the discussion that had taken place within the walls 
of that building that evening. (Hear, hear.) After compli- 
menting the Chairman and Dr. Quin, Dr. Holland then pro- 
ceeded to detail the humanizing effects of Homeopathy, and 
alluding to the object of the meeting, viz., the establishment of 
a Hospital, called upon the members, in forcible language, to 
afford their hearty co-operation, and to contribute to the funds 
of the establishment according to the means with which Pro- 
vidence had blessed them. (Applause.) 

Mr. Witsown said that after the very elaborate statement 
made respecting the progress of the cause, there was very little 
left for him to mention. However, as he, asa medical man, had 
become a convert, he might detail the circumstances which led 
him to embrace the faith. He could tell them that he had 
become a convert from the pure conviction that Homeopathy 
was founded in truth, and that conviction was arrived at after 
having practised seventeen years the old system, thirteen 
years of which were spent in an extensive district in the neigh- 
bourhood of Belgrave Square. (Hear, hear.) He owed 
his conversion to Dr. Forbes, Editor of the British and 
Foreign Medical Review, and Physician to the Queen’s 
Household, the most staunch and devoted opponent of 
Homeopathy. His conversion was brought about by the 
attack made upon Professor Henderson, of Edinburgh, emi- 
nent in the branch of medical science known as Pathology, 
who, when Physician of the Royal Infirmary, became a convert 
to the cause, and openly declared his conviction. (Hear, hear.) 
The work Professor Henderson wrote upon Homeopathy 
happened to cross his (Mr. Wilson’s) path, and he read it 
with attention, but then he was not at the moment thoroughly 
satisfied, and so complete a sceptic was he at one period, that 
he himself penned a most severe article in the Lancet, against 
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the system, entitled ‘‘ Grandmother Meddlesome.” (Hear and 
laughter.) He merely related this circumstance to show how 
deeply rooted prejudice might operate, and if they considered 
the nature of the education of a medical man, they would have 
no difficulty in comprehending the probable obstacles to such 
aconversion. (Hear, hear.) It was good for truth that it should 
grow with our growth, but prejudice unfortunately followed by 
the same rule. Early attached as he was to the system of the 
old school, as advocated in Edinburgh, it might be anticipated 
that it was a strong conviction indeed which induced him (Mr. 
Wilson) to abandon, without any other important resources, an 
income which was at least considerable, to trust to Homeo- 
pathy, after a successful career of thirteen years. (Hear, 
hear.) He had, however, he was happy to say, no reason to 
regret it (hear, hear); and having made this statement, he 
would now leave the personal part of the question. On the 
subject of the hospital, he was desirous of making a few ob- 
servations; and by way of preface, he must remark that, taking 
into consideration the recent rapid extension of Homeopathic 
principles, it was truly surprising that no Homeopathic hospital 
yet existed in London. (Hear, hear.) As long since as six 
years, his attention was particularly attracted to the necessity 
of rendering medical assistance to the poor, and in promoting 
that object, he collected facts connected with the system of the 
management of dispensaries. The most excellent institution 
of the kind he found was at Coventry ; and comparing analogous 
facts, it was perfectly clear that with small sams a Homao- 
pathic hospital might be well supported. Mr. Wilson then 
went into a calculation to prove that, by mutual exertion among 
the members of the Association and their friends, an amount of 
funds could be collected which would do great service in the 
cause, the expense of treatment being comparatively trifling 
when placed in juxta-position with Allopathy. Referring to 
the average mortality under medical treatment, Mr. Wilson 
said it was found to be from 9 to 10 percent. under the ordinary 
system, and from 4 to 5 per cent. under Homamopathy. (Hear, 
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hear.) The duration of time for curing patients under the two 
systems was ascertained to be—Allopathy, from 28 to 29 days ; 
Homeopathy, from 20 to 21 days (hear, hear), or a saving 
at least of a whole week. (Cheers.) This economy of time 
was a valuable consideration to all parties, more especially to a 
poor man who had a wife and family depending on his exertions 
for support. (Hear, hear.) But that was not all. Look at 
the late visitations of Cholera, and inquire what was the average 
mortality, as far as could be traced. The results could not be 
so well tested at home as abroad; but by the tables published 
—tables, about which there could be no question,—it had been 
found that the mortality from Cholera was 50 per cent. under 
Allopathic treatment, and from 8 to 24, or about an average 
of 16 per cent. under Homeopathic treatment. Then view 
the matter again from another point. The disease which 
labouring men suffer greatly from is inflammation of the lungs. 
Under the old system of treatment with bleeding and other 
experiments, the mortality averaged 1 in 8; while under 
Homeeopathy the average was 1 in 16. These statements, 
it was to be recollected, were founded on well calculated tables 
derived from statistics of established facts; and in laying 
them before the meeting, he considered he was best serving 
and sustaining the appeals made for the establishment of a 
hospital. (Cheers. ) 

The Cuarrman then intimated that the proceedings of the 
evening might be considered to have terminated. Before, 
however, the meeting dispersed, he begged to mention that the 
Committee of the Association proposed calling the members 
together again, in the course of a few weeks, when they would 
be made acquainted with the results of their first appeal on 
behalf of the cause, and when he also hoped to inform them of 
the preliminary organization of the London Homeopathic 
Hospital. (Cheers.) 

Dr. Cuapman desired, before the proceedings concluded, to 
discharge a duty which was incumbent upon him. They would 
all bear testimony to the able manner in which the Chairman 
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had that evening discharged the functions of his office (hear, 
hear); and knowing, as they well did, how much he was iden- 
tified with Homceopathy, no individual merited more a vote of 
thanks than that gentleman. (Hear, hear.) And while alluding 
to the Chairman, he could not forget the valuable services of 
the Honorary Secretary, who, in conjunction with Mr, Sampson, 
had so zealously laboured in the same great work. Associated 
closely as they were together, and their energies being directed 
to the same end, he (Dr. Chapman) considered it would not 
be inappropriate to include in the vote of thanks to their excel- 
lent Chairman, a vote of thanks to their excellent Honorary 
Secretary, since, in the words of Shakespeare, it might be said 
they were i 


‘‘ Like to a double cherry seeming parted, 
But yet a union in partition.” 


(Applause.) Before he concluded, one word with respect to the 
Hospital, and he should again quote our great dramatic bard— 


‘Tf it were done, when ’tis done, 
Then ’twere well it were done quickly.” 


(Cheers. ) 

Dr. G. C. Houtanp having seconded the motion, it was at 
and carried with acclamation. 

The CHAIRMAN, in reply, said his great anxiety was not to 
detain the meeting a moment longer, seeing the lateness of the 
hour. He should therefore merely assure them that the hearts 
of the Honorary Secretary and himself were bound in one 
common link with all who recognized Homceopathy; and that 
hence the kind vote which had just been adopted afforded them 
the sincerest gratification. 

The meeting then separated. 
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SECOND GENERAL MEETING 


OF THE 


BRITISH HOM@GOPATHIC ASSOCIATION, 


FOR THE PURPOSE OF ESTABLISHING A 


Lontun Bamewpathir Buspital. 


A GENERAL MeetING of this Association was held at the 
Great Room of the Society of Arts, on Wednesday ila 
the 10th October. 

The room was filled before the commencement of the pro- 
ceedings, and at Seven o'clock the chair was taken by Mr. 
MarmaDuKE B. Sampson, the Chairman of the Association. 

“The CuairMAN said:—Ladies and Gentlemen—The cir- 
cumstance of my occupying the chair this evening is owing 
to a series of disappointments under which I must claim 
your indulgence. At our last meeting, I mentioned that the 
period of the year deprived us of the presence of our noble 
President and Vice-President, but although the same cause 
would operate now, the Report of that Meeting created such a 
degree of interest with regard to our future proceedings, that 
we were gratified by the prospect, although it would cost them 
much personal inconvenience, of our being honoured by the 
presence of one, if not of both, of those distinguished per- 
sonages. From letters, however, since received by Dr. Quin, 
as President of the British Homeeopathic Society, to whom 
the Association deputed the task of communicating with them, 
we ascertained that it would be impossible. One of our Com- 
mittee, the Right Honourable the Ear or Essex then kindly 
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consented to preside, and to come from Cassiobury for the 
purpose, unless prevented by an unavoidable cause which he 
apprehended might intervene. Unfortunately, a letter has this 
moment arrived also from his Lordship, announcing that the 
circumstance to which he had alluded, will prevent his arrival. 

Next to being favoured with the presence of these Noblemen, 
the best gratification we can derive is in receiving the expression 
of the sincere desire which they entertained to promote our 
objects. I am sure, therefore, it will be agreeable to the Meet- 
ing if I read the communications which have been placed in 
my hands. 

The first is from His Grace the DuKE or BEAUFORT, to 
the following effect. 

Dupplin Castle, Perth, N. B. 
My Dear Doctor Quin, 

I regret extremely that the great distance 
from London will prevent my attending your Meeting to-morrow, and 
taking the Chair, as President of the Homeopathic Association; but 
though not present, I beg you to believe that I am much interested in 
your success, and most anxious for the welfare of the establishment. 

Believe me, ever yours most faithfully, 
BEAUFORT. 
The next is from Field-Marshal the Marquis or ANGLESEY: 
Beau Desert, October 9, 1849. 
My Dear Qurty, 

[have just received your letter. I am much 
flattered at learning by it that the Members of the Homeopathic Asso- 
ciation have expressed a desire for my presence at the great Meeting 
which is to take place on the 10th (to-morrow). 

I am so circumstanced that it is impossible for me to be in time to 
attend it, although public business obliges me to be in London on the fol- 
lowing day. I beg you, therefore, to express to the Meeting, my great 
anxiety for the success of the object that will be under consideration. 

I owe much—very much—to the admirable Hahnemann, and to many 
ofhis celebrated disciples; and I therefore ardently wish that the be- 
nevolent intention of establishing a Homeopathic Hospital for the 
relief of the indigent sick, may meet with the fullest success. 

Ever, my Dear Quin, most truly yours, 
ANGLESEY. 
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The third letter is from the Right Honourable the Earn or 


Essex. 


Cassiob October 9. 
Dear Doctor Quin, pen Sere 


I regret extremely that (as I anticipated,) I 
am quite unable to take the Chair at your Meeting this evening, which 
you requested me to do. I fear the Association do me too much honour 
in supposing my attendance could be of any benefit in forwarding their 
objects. If I could think otherwise, I should feel still greater regret at 
my inability to attend ; for having the greatest faith in your doctrines, and 
remembering with lively feelings of gratitude, that under your care I 
received greater relief from my painful complaint, than under any other 


medicinal treatment whatever, I wish most sincerely that your efforts 


in the propagation of Homoeopathy may be attended with every success. 
Yours most faithfully, 
ESSEX. 


Having made this explanation, it only remains for me at pre- 
sent to call upon your Honorary Secretary, Mr. Heurtley, 
to favour the Meeting by reading the Report which has been 
prepared for reception. Before, however, I sit down, I may 
perhaps be allowed to mention, what I conceive will be re- 
garded as a very gratifying fact in connexion with the pro- 
gress of Homeopathy. Since our last meeting, on the 22nd 
of August, no less than seventy new members have poured in 
upon us, and those quite unsolicited ; so that our numbers, which 
were then 1,270, have thus increased to 1,340. (Hear, hear.) 
I will now request the Honorary Secretary to be kind enough 
to read the Report. (Applause.) 

The Hon. Secretary, (Mr. R. W. Heurtiey), then read 
the following Report from the Committee :— 


REPORT. 


The Committee of the British Homceopathic Association 
have to report to the Members that, in conformity with a Re- 
solution adopted at a General Meeting of the Association, held 
at Willis’s Rooms, on the 22nd August last, to the effect that 
steps should be forthwith taken for the Establishment of a 
London Homeopathic Hospital, they have used their best 
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efforts to perfect the preliminary arrangements in connexion 
with that object. 

The various points to which they have had to direct their 
attention, have been— 

1. The best means of forming an efficient Committee. 

2. The question as to the most desirable locality for the 
intended institution, and also the best house that could be 
found for it. 

3. The privileges which should be granted to Subscribers ; 
and, 

4. The collection of Donations and Subscriptions from all 
the friends of the cause, and, as far as possible, from the public 
generally. 

With regard to the first of these objects—the formation of a 
Committee—it was felt that the aid of many of the noblemen 
and gentlemen now connected with the Association, would 
henceforth be required for the Hospital; and your Committee 
therefore have adopted a step which will be communicated to 
you by their Chairman, in the course of the evening, to prevent 
the energies of the friends of Homeopathy being divided 
between the Association and the Hospital, when they should 
now be exclusively devoted to the latter. ; 

2. The second object—the selection of a house for the pur- 
poses of the Hospital—will necessarily be a point of some 
difficulty, but your Committee have caused advertisements to 
be inserted, to which they have received several replies, and 
regarding which Dr. Quin will be able to convey information 
to the Meeting. 

3. The question of privileges to be granted to the Sub- 
scribers to the Hospital, in proportion to the amount of their 
contributions, will have to be regulated by the Hospital Com- 
mittee, so soon as that Committee shall have been formed. 
The experience of other Hospitals will be taken as a basis, 
but as the expenses of Homeopathic treatment are less than 
those under the old school, it is hoped that a proportion- 
ately more liberal system may be adopted. It may, however, 
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at once be stated, that it is contemplated that all persons sub- 
scribing one guinea, or collecting that amount in small sums, 
shall be entitled throughout the year to have an out-patient 
always on the books. 

With regard to the fourth point—the collection of Dona- 
tions and Subscriptions—your Committee are enabled to make 
what they believe will be regarded as a very satisfactory state- 
ment. The difficulty of publishing, and of distributing, with 
a due regard to economy, in a space of little more than five 
weeks, copies of the Report of the last meeting, amongst 1300 
persons, wili easily be conceived,—and although they have at 
length all been sent out, many of the copies can only have 
reached the members at a period too late to enable them to 
forward any list of contributions in time for this evening. It 
is also to be recollected, that a very large number of these 
Reports and of our letters, announcing the present meeting, 
are doubtless lying unopened this moment at the houses of our 
members owing to their absence from the Metropolis. Under 
these circumstances it will be seen, that what has been effected 
must merely be regarded as a beginning. 

The Committee have now to submit the list of contributions 
up to the present time. Before doing so, however, it will be 
interesting to the members to know that several excellent 
examples have been given of what may be effected by those 
whose means only admit of a small offering, but who with 
earnest hearts have shown their zeal in the collection of small 
sums; and it is likewise in the power of the Committee to 
state, that from several of the subscribers of more considerable 
sums—clergymen and others—communications have been re- 
ceived of a nature which shows how deeply the present move- 
ment is being welcomed on all sides, and which renders doubly 
valuable the amounts which have been bestowed. 

The Rev. Epmunp S. Ewnsor, of Rollesby Rectory, 
writes :— 


“ T found the Report of the Meeting of the Homeopathic 
Association on my return home on Saturday. The time has 
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been too short to attempt to make any collection to return for 
your meeting on Wednesday. But I hope to be able to 
collect a few small sums in a short time. I trust you may be 
enabled to carry out your views in establishing a Hospital, as 
‘it would give some hopes of Homeopathic practitioners being 
more plentiful in the land. Till such is the case, the progress 
of Homceopathy must be slow, as the only resource which a 
person like myself has, in cases of difficulty, whether as regards 
his own family or the poor of his parish, is to call in an 
Allopath.” 


From the Rev. J. H. Gossezt, of Bideford, the following 
has been received :— 


“TT regret that I have only time to send you the promise of 
my own subscription. My position as a clergyman compels 
me to solicit donations for so many religious and charitable 
purposes, that I am obliged to select particular seasons for this 
work, I am much pleased to find you are coming to the point. 
I have long regretted the want of a Hospital, and I am sure 
every seed sown in that way will produce an infinitely larger 
produce than any other that the Association has hitherto 
scattered. 

“I regret that I am too far off to attend your meeting. 
You have my best wishes. When you are fully established, 
I think I shall be more likely to have the power, if I have the 
time, to induce others to help you.” 


From Miss Pease, of Darlington, a respected Member of 
the Society of Friends, a note has been received as follows :— 


“ The intelligence of the probable formation of a Hospital 
is very gratifying. It seems strange, that no such institution 
should hitherto have existed in the metropolis of the kingdom. 
As a trifling proof of my good wishes for the success of the 
movement, I enclose £5.” 


RicuaRp BEAmisH, Esaq., F.R.S., says— 


“I regret extremely that I have been unable to take part in 
your late important proceedings, the results of which can 
scarcely be too highly appreciated, not only as regards the 
physical, but also the moral interests of humanity—so true is 
the observation, that ‘ before the reign of morality and religion 
can be established, we must do our best to raise the physical 
organization of mankind.’ 

““T take leave to enclose my humble testimony in the shape 
of a donation of £5, and £1 annual subscription. The 
donation I shall be ready to double, if necessary.” 


The following is the general list of contributions. 
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Dr. Quin rose, and said, that the Meeting having heard 


the Report of the Honorary Secretary, the duty now devolved 
upon him to state the nature of the efforts which had been 
made between the last and the present Meeting for securing a 
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locality and premises for the new Hospital. {n this respect, 
a variety of difficulties had presented themselves, such as the 
meeting could have little conception of; and notwithstanding 
the measures taken by their worthy Chairman, himself, and 
other parties, they had not vet thoroughly succeeded. In the 
first place, it was necessary to ascertain what district they should 
settle in, so that they could best receive the sick poor. Several 
localities and several houses had been proposed to them, and in 
some instances, the occupiers of those houses, and even the 
possessors of the leases, were perfectly willing to give them up; 
but when the matter was referred to the proprietors or original 
owners, the latter demurred on being informed that their pre- 
mises were wanted for an incipient Hospital, and refused to 
give their consent to their houses being applied to such a use, 
considering that a Hospital was likely not only to lower the 
value of the houses themselves, but also to injure the neigh- 
bouring property. So that up to the present time, he was sorry 
to say he was unable to announce that they were in pos- 
session of a house actually suited to their purposes. Overtures 
had been made from other quarters, and suggestions rendered, 
which, although they could not now justify the Chairman and 
Honorary Secretary in stating the fact in their Report, left little 
doubt that a Hospital would, in a short time, be in process of 
completion for the actual reception of patients. (Applause.) 
Another subject to which he was desirous to draw the attention 
of the meeting, was the list of donations and subscriptions 
already received, which, considering the very short time that 
had elapsed since the Report of the last meeting had reached 
the members of the Association, he regarded as an earnest of 
what might be hereafter received ; he might instance his own ex- 
perience as an encouragement, since he had been able to obtain 
promises of support to the extent of upwards of £270, within the 
last few days, from only ten or twelve individuals, and this en- 
tirely unsolicited on his part, beyond the mere announcement of 
this project. (Applause.) When they considered that ten or 
twelve members only of an Association consisting of 1,400 
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members, had subscribed to that amount, he thought that, when 
their project became more generally known, there was a fair 
prospect of getting ample funds to carry out to the full extent 
their humane and charitable intentions. There were a variety 
of subjects to be brought before the Committee, which it was 
not necessary to trouble the meeting with at length. Among 
these subjects, however, he might briefly mention the way in 
which it was proposed to distribute the privileges for the admmis- 
sion of patients, etc. They would recollect that their Hono- 
rary Secretary had, in his Report, informed them that it was the 
intention of the Committee to give to every donor of One 
Guinea, or to any one getting together a Guinea during the 
year, the right of having one out-patient always on the books, 
and in the same proportion, up to Five Guineas; the donor of 
which could have five out-patients always on the books for the 
current year in which the donation was made. Any annual 
subscriber of Five Guineas, or any firm of persons subscribing 
to that amount, would be entitled to have one in-patient, with 
an acute disease, to be treated and boarded in the Hospital, as 
often as vacancies occurred, and four out-patients besides, 
always on the books. This, and other matters, however, would 
be more for the consideration of the Managing Committee, 
than for an assembly like the present; for it would naturally 
require some careful calculations to determine the consideration 
that ought to be given to donors of larger sums in equitable 
relation to the privileges granted to yearly subscribers of sums 
of smaller amount. They had already been informed that 
upwards of £700, in subscriptions and donations, had been got 
together in a very short space, and he would now, with their 
permission, enter into a few particulars showing the amount of 
good which might be done with so small a sum as £600, in ad- 
ministering medical aid and medicines to the indigent sick in a 
newly-established public Institution. The document which he 
was about to introduce to their notice, was the Official Report 
for 1847, of the Treasurer of the Ophthalmic Hospital, and 
which was as follows :— 
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They would perceive among the items of the expenditure which 
he had just read to them, “ for information respecting a legacy, 
one pound.” Now, this was an item he should not in the 
least object to see inserted in their own accounts. He hoped 
the friends of Homeceopathy would not forget that the Com- 
mittee of the Homceopathic Hospital would always be willing 
to pay a guinea to look after their legacies (laughter), not 
that the Committee wished to lose any of their excellent friends 
who were then present, but he was free to confess that the said 
Committee most anxiously desired to be remembered in the 
codicils which they would, doubtless, now immediately set 
about making to their wills. (Continued laughter.) The ex- 
penditure in the case of the Ophthalmic Hospital, showed that 
they had treated 184 persons, as in-patients during the year, 
and 3684 as owt-patients, and all this for the small sum of 
£600. (Hear, hear.) They would see from such circum- 
stances what might be done even with the funds already col- 
lected. ‘Those who were present on the Jast occasion, would 
remember, that in the course of the proceedings, an honourable 
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gentleman, who was the mover of the resolution that a Homeo- 
pathic Hospital should be forthwith instituted, and whose 
absence that evening was a subject of great regret to the 
Committee, viz., the Hon. Augustus Moreton, stated in the 
course of his able address, that, considering Hungary already 
possesses Homceopathic Hospitals, it was a disgrace to England 
that she did not possess a single hospital for the treatment of the 
poor on that principle. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Moreton men- 
tioned, among many other continental Homceopathic Hospitals, 
two in Hungary,—one at Gyongyos, and the other at Guns. 
(Hear, hear.) By a fortunate coincidence there was present 
that evening a physician from Hungary, who had been an eye- 
witness of the good effects of Homceopathy amongst his own 
countrymen, in the hospital at Gyongyos, and who would con- 
firm all the interesting facts relating to the Homeopathic 
Hospitals in Austria and Hungary, brought under their notice 
by Mr. Moreton on a former occasion. He was sure they 
would hear with pleasure the experience of that Hungarian 
physician who had come to their country an entire stranger, and 
with regard to whom he must mention, that he had not been 
forced to leave his own land through any political offence or 
decree of the government, but simply because his profes- 
sional career had been wholly destroyed by the dispersion of 
his patients in consequence of the political troubles in that 
unhappy kingdom. Dr. Roth had come over here with a view 
to establish himself in London, and he (Dr. Quin) hoped that 
the assembly, in sympathizing with him, would admit that he 
had done no wrong in choosing the hospitable land of England 
as his future home. (Loud and continued applause.) They 
would hear from that gentleman his own views concerning 
Homeopathic practice, the benefits it had conferred upon the 
inhabitants of Hungary, and the steady progress it was making 
in that part of Europe. Dr. Roth, on his arrival here, was ex- 
ceedingly surprised to find that, although Homeopathy was 
acknowledged, and its practice widely diffused throughout 
England, no Homeopathic Hospital existed in London. And 


57 


his surprise was very natural, for much as might be done in 
private practice, and in dispensaries, to extend Homeopathy, 
it was in a hospital alone that Homceopathic physicians could 
furnish incontestably those public tests which were required to 
satisfy the medical world at large. It was a curious fact also, 
and one which would furnish an additional proof of the neces- 
sity of immediate action in* the matter, that two gentlemen, 
physicians from Holland, not Homeeopathists, but Allopathists, 
were present among them that evening, both of whom were fully 
prepared to watch and see the practice carried out, wherever op- 
portunities presented themselves. (Hear, hear.) To the benevo- 
lent persons there assembled, and to the friends of Homeceopathy 
in general, throughout England, he and his colleagues looked for 
the assistance required to wipe out the disgrace of London 
being without a Homceopathic Hospital, where they could 
show both to foreign and English physicians the results of 
their doctrines and practice, when applied to the treatment of 
acute diseases. Dr. Quin then concluded by calling upon Dr. 
Roth to address the meeting. 

Dr. Rots rose, and, with much feeling, returned thanks 
for the enthusiastic reception he had met with, craving, at the 
same time, indulgence, as a foreigner, for any grammatical 
errors he might make. He desired to express most cordially 
his sense of the way in which his name had been mentioned by 
Dr. Quin; and, he could assure the meeting, that his know- 
ledge of Homeopathic practice, in his own country, was of the 
most decided character, and that the results of the system were 
so favourable as to lead to the presumption, that it must steadily 
progress. Homeopathy was indeed a great truth, and he was 
glad to see that it was so well recognized in England. (Hear, 
hear.) As a foreigner, he was pleased to find that the bene- 
ficial influence of Hahnemann’s doctrine was thus extending. 
The establishment of hospitals in his own country had been 
effected some years since, and in Croatia they were much 
resorted to. The shorter, the cheaper, and more agreeable 
mode of treatment adopted by Homeopathic practitioners, 
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could not fail to bring it into successful rivairy with the Allo- 
pathic school; and he was convinced that the old régime would 
ultimately give way and fall into the rear of its modern but 
truth sustained competitor. (Applause.) 

Dr. Massox thought it becoming in him, as a foreigner, on 
the present occasion, having been a Homeeopathist fourteen 
years, ten of which he had actively practised in this country, to 
acknowledge thus publicly the noble treatment he had received 
whilst resident in England, especially from the President of 
the British Homeopathic Society, and all the members of that 
body. (Hear, hear.) The sympathy expressed for their 
Hungarian friend, could only add to the obligation under which 
he felt himself placed, and which had induced him thus briefly 
to express his sentiments. (Hear, hear.) 

Dr. CHAPMAN next rose, and was received with loud ap- 
plause. He said it was now his duty to say something, 
although he scarcely knew what that something should be, on 
the cause which they were assembled to support; but as that 
cause was the relief of the poor, he would endeavour to attract 
their attention. In the first place, he must trouble them with 
an anecdote. A scholar was asked by his teacher what part of 
speech an egg was. “An egg is a noun,” said the boy. 
“Very well,” said the teacher: “ please to tell me the gender 
of it. Is it masculine, feminine, or neuter?” ‘I can’t tell,” 
says the boy; “I must wait till it is hatched.” “Well, 
then, my boy,” urged the teacher, “ tell me the case.” “It 
is the shell,” replied the urchin. (Loud laughter.) And, 
now, to carry out his illustration, he would tell them that 
he thought the present meeting was the shell of the London 
Homeopathic Hospital, its contents being the medical and 
lay members, and its chief medical and administrative officers: 
and here it was that the egg would be hatched, which he 
trusted would not prove like the golden one, as related in the 
fable, but that many others would follow it. (Hear, hear.) 
The great point which he wished to enforce upon the attention 
of the meeting was the necessity of working well in the cause, 
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for nothing was done without work; and by securing co-opera- 
tion, and pledging themselves not to do it idly, but to do it 
individually, and with all their hearts and souls, they would 
ensure success. (Cheers.) It was necessary that they should 
exert themselves to the utmost of their ability, to establish the 
present institution, because he did not desire that Homceo- 
pathists should be regarded as a band of sectarians, but that 
they should be accounted as orthodox. It was only by effect- 
ing this object, and suffering their practice to be exhibited in 
their Hospital, that they would be able to defend themselves 
against their host of opponents, who could not, when a Hos- 
‘pital was established, avail themselves of the excuse of not 
possessing an Opportunity of witnessing their proceedings. 
(Hear, hear.) Another great object was to be attained, viz., that 
of protecting themselves against their seeming friends. Many 
of them were, doubtless, aware a circumstance had occurred 
which might give rise to grave discussions, a verdict of man- 
slaughter having been returned against a practitioner of 
Homeopathy, who stood committed to take his trial. But 
what were the facts? He was instructed that that individual 
was not a qualified medical man, and he (Dr. Chapman), in 
his own name, and that of his colleagues belonging to the 
British Homeopathic Society, entirely repudiated any respon- 
sibility for the practice said to have been adopted in that case. 
(Hear, hear.) Theirs was not a starving system ; and when 
their Hospital was established, they would be able to confute 
their opponents on that point, by taking them through the 
wards of their establishment, and showing them their treatment. 
(Hear, hear.) On a former occasion, it would be remem- 
bered, he had ealled for the aid of the ladies, in this labour of 
love and mercy; and he again appealed to them, that they 
would, whether their connexions might be in the shape of liege 
lords, obedient sons, or dutiful and affectionate brothers, take 
it in hand, and, with their graceful tact, give such assistance as 
would procure, for this institution, an enduring foundation. 
(Hear, hear, and laughter.) The collective aid of ten ladies, 
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he was quite prepared to say, would, as against double the 
number of the other sex, bring in such an increase of funds, 
that it would sensibly assist in promoting their cause. He, 
therefore, did hope that all those ladies present would, whether 
it were in the shape of parental or affectionate letters, or three- 
cornered notes in tinted or gold-edged paper, write to all their 
correspondents, both in town and elsewhere, and gather subscrip- 
tions; for he should not be satisfied to see this work commenced, 
either by the Committee or the Medical Council, without full 
prospect of its certain completion. (Hear, hear.) He was 
not one of those who would be satisfied with a list of subscriptions, 
such as they had heard read by the Honorary Secretary ; for, 
although it was extremely flattering, consisting, as it did, of 
£600 in donations, and £200 in subscriptions, it was in- 
adequate to meet the wants of such an establishment as he 
should wish to see perfected. It was true, Dr. Quin had read to 
them a statement, which showed £600 per annum distributed 
a vast amount of benefit in another medical establishment, but 
he (Dr. Chapman) considered that a much larger sum ought 
to be gathered, to give them the proper opportunity of asserting 
the truth of their system; and, under these circumstances, he 
must implore them, in order to effect that object, to join in 
one united and irresistible effort. (Hear, hear, hear.) As 
in all works of goodness, whether in storm or sunshine, woman 
was ever to be found, so he hoped that in this task of bene- 
ficence his fair hearers would not fail to use those silken cords 
that entwined them in the affections of fathers and husbands, 
and lend their powerful co-operation in accomplishing the 
desired end. (Loud applause.) 

Dr. Hoxuuanp followed, and was received with much cheer- 
ing. He said, it would be considered strange in him in- 
deed, if he could not find some few words, or ideas varying 
from those which had been previously expressed, when they 
found a foreigner who could give so well, and in such a lucid 
manner, his experience in the cause. (Hear, hear.) Whether 
he considered this on the one hand, or the able speech 
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made by his friend, Dr. Chapman, on the other, he was quite 
sure he should be wanting in justice to the establishment they 
proposed to institute, if he remained silent. Dr. Chapman, 
whom he had always considered a bold and adventurous man, 
had addressed himself especially to the ladies, (hear, and 
laughter); and in the course of that speech, had doubtless 
made a favourable impression. (Laughter.) It was usually 
considered that, to solicit one lady, was an undertaking of no 
ordinary risk ; but when he found that Dr. Chapman was pre- 
pared to monopolize ten, his astonishment was much increased, 
as also the estimate of his character for boldness. (Laughter.) 
‘Dr. Chapman had spoken of the egg, and the Hospital was 
indeed a great egg, hatched by the proceedings of this evening. 
He was perfectly convinced, from the very powerful and excel- 
lent support they had obtained, that the aid given to the under- 
taking, might be considered as seed sown in good ground, and 
would eventually become an enduring monument of the success 
of their cause. (Applause.) The present occasion was one of the 
most important, considered in relation to the science which they 
espoused, that could well be imagined; and whether viewed on 
the broad ground of humanity, or in reference to the benefits 
it was likely to confer upon their poorer fellow-creatures, it 
deserved their warmest co-operation and sympathy. When they 
considered the necessity that existed of demonstrating, in the 
plainest possible manner, the principles which guided the dis- 
_ciples of Hahnemann ; and also, that it was only through the 
medium of a public institution that this could be accomplished, 
and the poor, at the same time, be assisted, it must be self-evi- 
dent that it was their duty, as well as their interest to support it 
by every means in their power. When they considered the con- 
stitution of the medical mind of the present day, and further, 
the active opposition they had to contend against, it became them 
to make every effort for the diffusion of that which they con- 
ceived to be truth, and to endeavour, by a steady process of con- 
viction, to bring that truth to the minds of those who had not 
yet been enabled to appreciate it. Truth was usually enshrined 
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under a multitude of envelopes, and it was in removing these 
gradually and steadily, that its full development was at last ac- 
complished. This process was one of toil; but when it was ac- 
complished, and the pure truth was once eliminated, we were 
better prepared for it, and it shone forth and enlightened the 
world. (Hear, hear.) The diamond, when it is first discovered, 
is not the brilliant gem which dazzles, but it comes forth in all its 
effulgence, after it has gone through the hands of the lapidary, 
freed from the surrounding mass of heterogeneous matters. 
(Loud cheers.) If he desired an illustration of the good which 
the cause of truth derived from opposition, he would only point 
to the productions of their worthy chairman. They have been 
given to the world from the necessity which he felt of over- 
coming the false notions prevailing, tending to obstruct the 
cause. (Hear, hear,) Returning to the subject of the Hospital, 
he wished to express his conviction that, with the zeal which 
had already been exhibited, he had no fear of the result. 
While his friend, Dr. Chapman, appealed, almost exclusively, 
to the ladies, he would also desire to include the exertions of 
the gentlemen ; and although he very much wished that the 
ladies should use their influence, their smiling glances, and all- 
powerful charms, he was quite satisfied there would not be 
wanting amongst those, upon whom they might exercise that 
influence, a willing heart and helping hand to assist the under- 
taking. (Great applause. ) 

Mr. Wiuson then presented himself, and was hailed with 
plaudits. After what had been said, it was not his intention to 
have troubled the meeting with any lengthened observations, 
but for a report which, doubtless, many had read, and which 
had been slightly alluded to by Dr. Chapman. (Hear, hear.) 
That report professed to be a detailed account of an inquest 
held upon the body of a patient, who was alleged to have died 
under Homeopathic treatment ; but he (Mr. Wilson) thought 
he should be enabled satisfactorily to explain to the meeting 
that the individual who was charged with manslaughter, what- 
ever might be his notions of the practice, had not, if the 
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reports published in the newspapers were true,* acted in 
accordance with the principles and science of Homeopathy. 
(Hear, hear.) Every man was at liberty to act in his practice 
as he pleased, but that was on his own responsibility ; and if, 
under a course of treatment contrary to the rules and leading 
principles of the science he professed, death should follow, it would 
be at his own risk. The points bearing on the present case 
had already been sufficiently stated. The Homeopathic Times, 
in its second number, had entered at length into the dietetic 
doctrine of Hahnemann, and from what Hahnemann had 
written as late as 1833 on that subject, three long columns 
‘were extracted with reference to it. (Hear, hear.) Persons 
who would take the trouble of looking at that statement would 
find that the Homeopathic system was not a starvation system. 
(Hear, hear.) It was evident that, from the manner in which 
Hahnemann treated the patients under his own hands, that he 
did not in the least encourage a notion of this description. 
(Hear, hear.) All who wished to make themselves properly 
acquainted with the dietetic principles of that great man, should 
refer to his Organon, translated by Dr. Dudgeon, paragraph 
ccLx11:— “In acute diseases,’ says Hahnemann, ‘on the 
other hand—except in cases of mental alienation—the subtile, 
infallible, internal sense of the awakened life-preserving faculty 

* That the reports here alluded to were not true, was subsequently 
proved on the trial which took place on the 28th Octoher. The Grand 
Jury having thrown out the bill of indictment, the defendant was tried on 
the Coroner’s inquisition. The following are the concluding paragraphs 
of the trial, as it was published in the Times of the following day :— 

“ The Jury said they were quite satisfied there was no evidence to 
support the charge. 

“¢ Mr. Justice Maule: How any man could be found to say that this 
defendant was guilty of manslaughter, I cannot conceive. It appears 
that the defendant was called in in a desperate case, and that he did 
everything it was possible to do under the circumstances. 

“¢ Serjeant Wilkins said, he believed the real fact was, that this in- 
dictment was an attack upon the Homeopathic system. 

“* A verdict of Not Guilty was then taken.” 


Mr. H. M. Waxkuzy was the Coroner by whom the warrant against 
the defendant for manslaughter had been issued. 
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determines so clearly and precisely, that the physician only 
requires to counsel the friends and attendants to put no obstacles 
in the way of this voice of nature by a refusal of anything the 
patient urgently desires in the way of food, or by asking and 
persuading him to partake of anything injurious.” Besides, let 
him (Mr. Wilson) tell those parties who showed so much 
anxiety to associate Homeopathy with manslaughter, that the 
individual whom it was attempted to charge with that offence 
was only a student; that, even if the remedies he had admin- 
istered were called in question, (which had not been the case), 
no qualified Homeopathic practitioner would be answerable for 
it; and, finally, that Homceopathy, as a doctrine, had nothing 
whatever to do with the subject of diet. If there was one thing 
more than another which ought to incite the faithful disciples 
of Homeceopathy to establish a Hospital, it was the lamentable 
amount of ignorance displayed at this very inquest. (Hear, 
hear.) By establishing a Hospital, an opportunity would be 
afforded to the rising generation of young men to imbibe the 
true practice at the fountain head; while, also, it would 
permit the followers of the Allopathic school, if they desired it, 
ample scope for testing the accuracy of the Homeopathic sta- 
tistics. (Hear, hear.) The statistics, which were published in 
the British Journal of Homeopathy, of the difference in the 
curative effects of the two systems, if not satisfactory to those who 
chose to disregard them, might, through the institution of the 
Hospital be affirmed or negatived. (Hear,hear.) He could 
not altogether agree with Dr. Chapman, that a large sum was 
necessary to carry out their operations; for, although it must be 
admitted that the larger the subscriptions, the more imposing 
would be their success, still, as he had shown on a former 
occasion, a great deal could be done with small sums, par- 
ticularly when they considered the economy of the Homeopathic 
as contrasted with the Allopathic system. (Hear, hear.) 
There need be little doubt ‘of the perfect realization of their 
enterprise, if they all collectively and individually persevered 
in it with the spirit which had already been exhibited. 
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And in conclusion, he would point out that even their opponents 
must admit the establishment of the hospital was a circum- 
tance to be desired, since it would publicly test the system ; 
and looking at the high talents and energies engaged in the 
cause, the sooner it was demonstrated to be either a truth or a 
delusion the better, so that in the latter case these energies 
might be better employed. (Applause.) 

The CHAIRMAN then rose and delivered the following ad- 
dress on the advisability of the future energies of the members 
of the British Homeopathic Association being transferred to 
‘maintenance of a London Homeopathic Hospital. 
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ADDRESS, 


ON THE TRANSFERENCE OF THE FUTURE ENERGIES OF THE 
MEMBERS OF 


THE BRITISH HOMMOPATHIC ASSOCIATION, 


TO THE MAINTENANCE OF 


@ Lontun Vomenpathic DBospital. 


It has been the fortune of the British Homceo- 
pathic Association from its origin to do more than 
realize its anticipations, and the Report which has 
been read by the Honorary Secretary this evening 
shows how abundant is the prospect of our ful- 
filling all the hopes that were expressed at the last 
meeting. ‘The establishment of the London Ho- 
moeopathic Hospital is now secure, and although 
its early difficulties must inevitably be great, and 
such as to require the most earnest union on the 
part of every friend to the cause, it is impossible, 
with what we see of the spread of our doctrine, 
to doubt that it will be permanently maintained. 
To ensure that object, however, no precaution 
must be neglected; and hence on the part of the 
Committee of the Association the proceedings to 
be adopted this evening have been the subject of 
anxious consideration. 
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In bringing about the present result, the Asso- 
ciation has accomplished its final duty. As a non- 
professional body it had already disseminated such 
popular knowledge of Homceopathy as came 
within its scope, and in-the way of further publi- 
cations nothing was left for it to issue. It is true 
that, at its first formation, it was contemplated it 
might even afford assistance towards the getting 
up of medical works, which might otherwise be 
- found too arduous and unremunerative for individual 
risk ; but comparatively short as has been its exist- 
ence, it has already brought Homceopathy beyond 
the point at which this would have been needed— 
the demand for professional books in connexion 
with the system being now such as to render 
them generally profitable as private speculations. 
Another branch of occupation which it had antici- 
pated has also been found unnecessary. When 
the Association commenced its labours, such had 
been the denunciations heaped on Homeopathy 
and Homceopathists by portions of the medical 
body, and of the medical press, that it was at least 
believed attempts would be made to put forward 
some antidote to our doctrine, by a work or works 
that should endeavour both to contravene our 
facts and to annihilate our theory, and which might 
render necessary a constant vigilance and expendi- 
ture on our part. But, whether from the tone 
which has been taken in all the publications of the 
Association—from the array of names of accom- 
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plished practitioners, constituting its honorary 
members—from the number of our body—from 
the feeling which is universally manifesting itself 
among the public—or from other causes, it 18 un- 
questionable that for the past two years there has 
not only been a subsidence of that open and un- 
becoming hostility, which at one time rendered an 
association like our own absolutely essential, in 
order to fortify the practitioners of the system 
against the unfair assaults with which they were 
threatened, but there has also been an absence of 
the slightest effort to oppose us deliberately in the 
field of argument. We are, therefore, left without 
further occupation, and the satisfaction is accorded 
to us of being able to avoid the unprofitableness 
of controversy, and after having set forth in a 
permanent and always accessible form our doctrine 
to the world—to devote ourselves exclusively to the 
best means of forwarding its practical application. 

Under these circumstances, the Committee have 
agreed that, in order to give force and concentra- 
tion to the movement for the Hospital, it is ad- 
visable the Association should now be dissolved. 
[tis part of the highest wisdom, both as regards 
individuals and public bodies, to know when their 
work is done, and not to suffer a course of action, 
which has been marked only by success, to be 
protracted beyond the period when the circum- 
stances existed which gave it its vitality. When 
information concerning Homceopathy was the one 
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thing needful, an association for literary purposes 
was the true direction for the energies of its disci- 
ples; and now that this information has been dis- 
tributed, and public practical demonstration is all 
that remains to be demanded, a new mode of action 
is requisite ; and it is in the conduct and upholding 
of a Hospital that our proper rallying point is to 
be found. ‘The income of the Association may be 
estimated at £200 a year, and it 1s better that this 
amount for the future should be devoted to the 
support of our new institution. Our band is yet 
too small to admit of a double collection, and even 
if this were not the case, it 1s always injurious to 
distract subscribers by a variety of claims for any 
single cause. If the Association were to continue 
with the Hospital, some might support one, and 
some the other, and both might fall. Let the 
Association cease, and the friends of Homceopathy 
will all feel that it is the Hospital which then 
solely maintains the cause before the public, and 
that no injury to Homoeopathy or reproach to 
themselves could be heavier than that of their 
permitting it to break down. 

Bearing in mind, also, that most of the gentle- 
men who now constitute the Committee of the 
Association, will be required to form a committee 
for the Hospital, and that it would be wholly im- 
possible for them to attend to both, it will be seen 
that practical, as well as all other considerations, 
command the step which has now been resolved 
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upon. It may occur to some, that it will be matter 
for regret to destroy a union which already em- 
braces nearly 1400 names, and which is increasing 
with daily rapidity; but it must be remembered, 
that these names, or the large majority of them, 
will be found amongst the subscribers to the. 
Hospital, and that in connexion with a public 
charity, the list is far more likely to be permanent 
than under any other circumstances. 

It is likewise to be noticed that even if the 
task of establishing a Hospital were not before us, 
there are further reasons than those I have already 
stated, which would intimate to us, that the ser- 
vices of the Association have arrived at their 
natural conclusion. We have spread the popular 
literature of Homoeopathy in an almost gratuitous 
form throughout the country, and this was essential, 
so long as there was no stimulus for individuals to 
publish works on their own account; but what I 
have mentioned with regard to professional books 
is still more observable in the case of popular 
treatises, and there is now a reading Homeopathic 
public sufficiently large to render it worth while for 
lay writers to devote themselves to the subject. 
Under these circumstances, therefore, we need not 
hesitate to show our confidence in the present posi- 
tion of Homceopathy, by leaving its future literature 
to an unaided and spontaneous growth, and to 
proclaim, in fact, that it has reached dry land, and 
could only be encumbered with further help. 
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The more each point is thus weighed, the more 
clear becomes the course which has been selected. 
The Association, if it were kept on, could do little 
more than boast of the number of its members, 
and display the names of its Committee ; and its 
life has been too effective for it to terminate in this 
way, or that we should suffer it to be recollected 
except for its vigour. 

I have dwelt thus fully upon the announcement 

which I have made, because I am conscious that 
_ the Association has been marked by such singular 
results, and I might say, by such a sentiment of 
personal regard amongst us all, that the members 
would not receive it without hesitation and pain, 
were it not that. its expediency is incontestable, 
and that it will accelerate the advancement of the 
beneficent but arduous aim upon which we have 
just now entered. It is well, however, that we 
should be conscious of the tendency to this feeling, 
since all who have been connected with the Asso- 
ciation will look back upon its career with satis- 
faction, as having been unmarked by a single act 
that was not successful, or by the expression of a 
single opinion that was not put forward in a spirit 
worthy of the great principle that it was its object 
to extend. 

‘The last measure your Committee propose is, to 
forward a bound volume of the proceedings of the 
former and of the present meeting, together with 
other interesting matter, to each of the members. 
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At the same time a circular will be transmitted, 
announcing the definite formation of the Hospital 
Committee, and conveying information regarding 
the proposed opening and regulations of the estab- 
lishment, and also a full list of the subscribers. 
From that time forth, reports will be sent out 
annually or semi-annually, as may be found most 
desirable ; and while each of those who were once 
members of our body will subscribe as much as 
they can spare, it is hoped that none will refuse to 
send the ordinary subscription they would other- 
wise have transmitted to the Association, and 
which, if contributed by all, will in the aggregate 
prove no slight means of imparting stability to 
our undertaking. I must repeat that, in the names 
of the Presidents and Committee of the Hospital, 
you will find almost all those who have hitherto 
been on the Committee of the Association ; so that, 
in fact, the dissolution of the Association need be 
regarded as little else than a transference of its 
objects. ‘The annual meetings, too, which have 
hitherto formed part of our arrangements, will 
now, as a matter of course, be most appropriately 
connected with the new state of things upon 
which the friends of the system are about to 
venture. | 

In conclusion, I must seek the privilege of a 
few personal words. In promoting the reception 
of Homceopathy, as Chairman and Honorary Se- 
cretary of the Association, myself and Mr. Heurtley 
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have fulfilled our natural functions, and we have 
been rewarded by seeing our efforts received as the 
testimony of disinterested men, who could have no 
object but to be allowed to work where they felt 
that they could work most usefully. Having 
realized all that we had contemplated, we feel that 
we may be relieved from attending to the manage- 
ment of the Hospital, which would involve duties 
wholly apart from our habitual avocations, and 
which there are many zealous Homeopathists 
- willing to perform. If we saw such attendance to 
be practicable and necessary, we would not shrink 
from it, and even as it is, we shall hold ourselves 
ready at all times to render assistance whenever it 
may be plainly in our power to do so; but there 
are other truths struggling in the same way as 
Homoeopathy was struggling a few years back, 
and we know that the time is now come when we 
may confidently leave the prosperous one, to devote 
ourselves to similar labours in more neglected 
fields. 

At the same time, you will believe that we cannot 
even thus loosen our Homceopathic duties without 
regret. During the entire existence of the Asso- 
ciation, we have derived support from its members 
which has made them like personal friends—so 
much so, that in meeting any of them at a future 
time, it would constitute a claim to welcome. We 
have also held constant, almost daily, intercourse 
with the various members of the British Society, 
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and our feelings towards them may be estimated 
by the circumstance that, throughout the whole of 
that intercourse, we have never experienced a single 
point on which unanimity has not prevailed. ‘The 
same is to be said of our relations with our own 
Committee, and thus we have to refer to the fact, 
that in an Association of 1300 members, managed 
by a Committee of twenty-eight, and acting in 
connexion with an independent Society of forty-six 
professional persons, there has never, from the hour 
in which it commenced down to the moment in 
which | am now speaking, been so much as the 
shadow of a conflicting word. This is what it is 
to advocate a truth in singleness of heart; and 
friendships formed under such circumstances are 
the strongest that can exist. Need we say, there- 
fore, that although we take no part in the business 
management of the Hospital, our ardent thoughts 
will always be with its welfare. It will be con- 


ducted by those in whom every confidence can be 


placed, and it is especially satisfactory to know 
that among the Committee will be found Mr. 
Uwins—the man who is not only entitled to our deep 
esteem, as being the oldest lay Homeeopathist in 
England, but whose adherence to any doctrine is 
the more valuable, because there is a natural rela- 
tion between all high perceptions, and he has 
rendered himself famous in that exalted art which 
consists in perpetuating the forms of truth ;—while 
its medical department will be in the hands of 
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gentlemen desirous only of devoting all the ener- 
gies of accomplished minds, and the advantages of 
established reputations to the fulfilment of the 
noblest impulses, and who number amongst them 
the first British medical practitioner, who had the 
sagacity and courage to proclaim the imperative 
law of ‘‘ Similia Similibus Curantur,” when there 
were none to animate or to aid him im the conflict. 
This is alone a guarantee of success, since in his 
consistent and honorable career, Dr. Quin has 
gained the respect and regard of all the practi- 
tioners of the old school; and it is not too much to 
believe that an institution, in which his name 
appears, will never be rudely assailed, even by 
those who are its opponents in opinion. There is 
a weight about parting words, and it is pleasing to 
take this opportunity of expressing the sense we 
entertain of the services of that gentleman to 
Homceopathy—of the gratification we feel, that 
the ingratitude so often shown to the early advo- 
cates of a cause has not been manifested in his 
case, but that he occupies the highest position in 
its prosperity, after having been its representative 
in its earliest struggle—and of our deep trust that 
in whatever yet remains for him to do, you will 
always be ready to rally round him. 

I must now detain you no longer, although in 
addressing you for the last time, I might be par- 
doned were I to linger. I should wrong the 
occasion, however, were [ to indulge in any words 
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save those of joyful congratulation. It is now 
twelve years since, during a visit to the United 
States, I was first attracted to the doctrine of 
Homeeopathy ; and, since that time, in the midst 
of an active life, scarcely a month has passed in 
which I have not heard of its wondrous effects in 
the restoration of some friend or acquaintance, 
whose attention I had succeeded in directing to 
the system—and slight indeed has been anything 
I have done in acknowledgment of the blessings 
it has thrown around me. ‘The experience of the 
Honorary Secretary has been the same, and it 
would now, I believe, be almost difficult for us to 
call to mind the name of a single personal friend, 
who is not a firm Homeeopathist. And not only 
have we witnessed these results, but we have seen 
the science, of which the mass of the people were _ 
almost entirely ignorant, pass through all the 
stages of neglect, derision, and opposition, until 
heard of on every hand, it has reached the crowning 
triumph now about to be accomplished in the 
establishment of a Hospital, by which its practical 
footing is rendered safe. ‘This is not the fate of 
those who pin their faith to delusions; and it is 
right therefore to mention it, in order that, looking 
at the increasing ratio in which all well supported 
doctrines proceed, its disciples may animate them- 
selves by the contemplation of what will be the 
position of Homoeopathy when another twelve 
years shall have passed away. Let us believe 
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that, through your exertions—through your con- 
sistent adherence to the foundation which has 
been this night laid, an array of facts will then 
exist which will render it impossible to find a 
single man of education who will venture to deny 
that the system is beyond all question. Let us, 
also, believe that even if, in the wide duties and 
changes of the world, it should happen we may 
never meet again, we shall be no less present to 
_ you then than now, since between those who have 
worked together in spirit, the link is never really 
broken, and there is no such thing as separation. 
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At the conclusion of the Chairman’s address, Mr. THomas 
Uwins, R.A., said—As an early member of the Association, and 
an old supporter of Homeopathy, he might be permitted, at that 
stage of the evening's arrangements, to say two or three words. 
It had happened to him to know much of the exertions which had 
been made by the Chairman and by the Honorary Secretary. 
Occupied in business that would be generally thought sufficient 
for the day, these gentlemen had found time to conduct and 
regulate the affairs of the Association, so as to make it an 
example, not only of life and energy, but of harmony and love. 
The benefits conferred on Homeopathy by the literary labours 
of Mr. Sampson, were patent to all; but the quiet doings of 
Mr. Heurtley, though felt through every nerve of the Associa- 
tion, might not be so fully appreciated. The sacrifice he had 
often made of every hour of social leisure, even robbing himself 
of the due portion of rest necessary for healthy existence, 
could only be known by those who had seen his lamp burning 
long after mid-night. It was not his (Mr. Uwins’) intention, 
however, to move any vote of thanks to these gentlemen. To 
them, what was the glory of the achievement ? What was the 
praise, or even the gratitude of man? No worldly motive had 
ever for one moment influenced their conduct. A higher and 
holier feeling had pervaded their minds and sustained them 
in every step of their course. The truths they had assisted to 
promulgate were to spread through every quarter of the globe. 
The seed they had sown would be reaped in abundant harvest 
when all, who were then present, had ceased to exist. To 
such men, so influenced, praise from him would be an offence. 
He would, therefore, merely say, that having brought into 
activity all the friends of Homeceopathy for the establishment 
of the one thing needful—the Hospital—the time was come 
when the Chairman, the Secretary, and the Committee of the 
Association, could gracefully resign. ‘Their mission was ac- 
complished. (Applause.) 

Dr. Quin said, he was desirous of addressing a few more 
observations to the meeting before it separated, the more so as 
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he wished that no misunderstanding should exist respecting» 


the proposed dissolution of this Association. It was, in fact, 
nothing more than transferring it from a literary society to a 
new and practical working one, for the foundation and main- 
tenance of a charitable institution. They were, indeed, only 
continuing its existence in another form (Hear, hear.) He 
was very desirous of impressing this upon the meeting, in 
confirmation of the observations of their Chairman. It had 
always been, since the first formation of the Association, their 
intention that a Hospital should be established; this one great 
practical effort being, for the purpose of trying to convince 
the medical profession and the public of their progress, so 
that they might not only hear of their precepts, but be shown 
an example of what could be effected by Homeopathy for the 
cure of the sick. He was, therefore, very anxious that when 
they left that room they should not consider their good work 
done, but that only the first stone had been laid of their future 
Hospital. (Loud applause.) Their Chairman, in his most 
eloquent address, which was like everything that emanated 
from his brain, as perfect as could be, in taste, in matter, and 
in form, had expressed himself in terms of no small eulogy 
regarding his (Dr. Quin’s) early personal exertions. (Hear, 
hear.) It was true that for some years he had certainly found 
himself alone advocating the principles, and following the 
practice of Homeopathy, and the gratification he now felt at 
beholding himself supported, as at present, by men. of such 
excellent sense, of such great acquirements, and of such long 


experience in their profession, was ample compensation for all 


that he had undergone in his early endeavours to introduce Ho- 
meceopathy into England. ‘The increasing number of medical 
practitioners who were yearly, he might say weekly, embracing 
the doctrines and adopting the practice of Homceopathy, and 
the rapid and extraordinary increase in the numbers of the 
Association, were certain guarantees that the philanthropic 
principles of Hahnemann had now taken root in the soil. 
(Hear, hear.) In 1846, im an address which he, as President 
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of the British Homeopathic Society, delivered to the medical 
body, he made the observations he was now about to repeat to 
them, and those observations would convey to them how 
strongly he felt for the cause at that period, and they would 
judge how much more strongly he must naturally now feel that 
the. Homeopathic doctrines had obtained such numerous 
adherents as those he saw now assembled before him. Dr. 
Quin then quoted the following paragraph from the address 
alluded to:— It must be apparent to all who attentively and 
dispassionately peruse the laws and regulations of the British 
Homeopathic Society, that the main object of the members of 
this Society in instituting those laws, has been the diffusing, 
advancing, and extending the principles and practice of 
Homeopathy, and, at the same time, the upholding the honour 
and integrity of the Homeopathic practitioner. They, more- 
over, are a guarantee to the public that every member of the 
British Homeopathic Society is properly qualified to practise 
his profession. No holder of a degree or diploma of a doubtful 
character is admissible into our body ;—the diplomas of univer- 
sities or schools of medicine exacting from their graduates 
residence during the curriculum of study and personal exami- 
nations are alone recognized by the society. (Hear, hear.) 
These laws cannot fail to command the respect of every one 
both in and out of the profession whose good opinion you can 
wish to secure, whilst they, at the same time, must prove, 
beyond question, the anxious desire and earnest determi- 
nation of the members of this medical society to employ no 
means to advance the cause they have at heart, but what are 
fair, honourable, upright, and strictly professional. (Applause. ) 
It is easier to imagine than to describe the feelings which fill 
my breast on now looking around me, when I recall to mind 
that, in 1827, I stood alone in England the advocate of Hahne- 
mann’s doctrines,—the only practitioner of his system of 
medicine,—the sole champion of Homecopathy,—when his 
name and his great discoveries were unknown, or, if known 
atall, the subject of far different obloquy and vituperation than 
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they meet with at the present day—isolated from all my medical 
brethren,—listened to with suspicion,—looked upon with cool~ 
ness by my early professional friends,—exposed constantly to the 
shafts of ridicule, to illiberal misrepresentation, and to the severest 
and most bitter censure,—with no one to consult, or share with me 
the responsibility of the treatment of diseases of dangerous 
tendency or doubtful issue,—and unassisted, except by the 
strength of my convictions and the consciousness of being in 
possession of means to effect more good to the sick entrusted 
to my care than I could accomplish by the practice previously 
followed by me. You can hardly understand with what feelings 
of pride and exultation I now find myself presiding over an 
asseinbly of medical colleagues, all professing the same doc- 
trines, of so many honourable, intelligent, and experienced 
practitioners, all advocating the same principles, actively and 
usefully engaged in the practice of the same system of medi- 
cine, united together by the laudable object of promoting the 
same cause, and all strenuously vying with each other in their 
endeavours to advance the important objects for which this 
society was established.” (Hear, hear.) If such were his 
feelings three years ago, how much more encouraging must 
they be on the present occasion, surrounded as he was by so 
many adherents of Homeopathy, both lay and professional, 
and when the establishment of a Homeopathic Hospital might 
be regarded as nearly consummated. (Hear, hear.) He had 
from the first always had the great object in view of one day 
seeing the establishment of a large metropolitan institution in 
this country, where the conscientious and true Homeopathic 
practitioners might labour in the cause, and give an opportunity 
to their medical colleagues of judging of the good they could 
perform by Homeopathic treatment. He had longed to see 
a Hospital founded, when they might also have an opportunity 
of teaching the junior members of the medical profession how 
they could overcome disease, by adopting the principles and 
practice of Hahnemann; and when they had been taught 
to overcome disease Homceopathically, their next duty would 
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be to send forth their pupils, not only through England, but 
throughout Europe, to disseminate that mode of medical treat- 
ment which they conscientiously believed to he the best, they 
would thus, he thought, be doing the greatest benefit to their 
fellow-creatures. (Applause.) it was with no small feelings 
of exultation that be looked around him on that occasion, and 
perceived the large increase in the number of their friends; and 
he felt as certain as that the sun would appear at noon day, that 
this Hospital would very soon be established, without a chance of 
failure. (Cheers.) After the eloquent speeches they had heard 
from the different gentlemen that evening, and the admirable 
address of the Chairman, he thought no one could leave that 
assembly without a desire to aid in this work of humanity. All 
that they, the medical practitioners, wanted, was to be able, 
through their assistance, to do good to the poor, and to have the 
opportunity of showing the amount of that good to their medical 
brethren and the public; and with such motives of action and 
such a cause, he was sure they would not be allowed to fail from 
absence of funds. (Hear, hear.) If they were able to prove, 
as he believed they would, that they could by their mode of 
practice, do more good than by any other mode, the sooner 
they set about proving it the better; and if, on the other 
hand, they could not show fair grounds for possessing the 
confidence of the public, the sooner they were hurled from 
the high position they now occupied in the estimation of 
their friends, the better; and, as had been most aptly 
pointed out that evening in his very able remarks, if their 
system of treatment was not the right one, the sooner men of 
ability were convinced of their errors, and the sooner their 
talents were directed into the right channel, whatever that 
might prove to be, the better for mankind. (Applause.) Most 
of the gentlemen that were attached to the Committee of the 
Association would belong to the new Committee of the Hospital, 
and he trusted to see the honourable mover (who was un- 
avoidably absent that evening) of the resolution for the establish- 
ment of the Hospital occupy a prominent position in the Com- 
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mittee. There would also be a council of medical gentlemen 
to aid such Committee, who would show that they were not 
only willing to attach their names to it, but ready also to work, 
and to contribute to the funds of the Hospital. He appealed 
to the members of the Association, and to the friends of Ho- 
mceopathy then present, to use their best efforts to effect the 
establishment of the Hospital; and if they honestly and 
zealously did so, he had no fears of defeat ; for, numerous as 
that assembly was, he looked upon them merely as the dele- 
gates of thousands of friends to the cause, who had not been 
able to attend. As the purpose of the medical body was solely 
to do good, all they wanted was a clear stage and no favour; 
and if that were granted them, he for one had not the slightest 
doubt but that the promulgation of Homeeopathy would rapidly 
and extensively increase. Dr. Quin then resumed his seat 
ainidst loud applause. 

Dr. CuHapMan said he must confess that he was rather taken by 
surprise, when it was fitst suggested that the Association should 
be dissolved, but he was very happy on finding that it was not a 
dissolution, strictly speaking, but what might be more properly 
called a metamorphosis, or a change of one body into another. 
(Applause.) He trusted they would in their new body live to 
be still more useful. (Hear, hear.) There was yet, however, 
one circumstance that gave him some uneasiness, which was a 
remark the Chairman had made in his admirable address, viz., 
that he would not be of this new body, assuming, possibly, that 
the work for which he had associated himself was answered ; 
he, nevertheless, still hoped that this point might be re-con, 
sidered. (Hear, hear.) It had been said by a great man of 
the present age, Coleridge, that death was the most wonderful 
monosyllable in the English language; and another great phi- 
losopher had remarked, that death was a mighty fact. N ow 
considering that tle dissolution of this Association was a mighty 
fact, still he might compare it to the sun on the horizon, which, 
after sinking in the evening, wonld show itself again in greater 


splendour and for a more useful purpose on the morrow. 
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(Cheers.) Both these Associations would thus become 
identical for one work, which was the formation of a Hom«o- 
pathic Hospital. He felt, and he dared say all present 
did likewise feel highly delighted at the very great and admi- 
rable services which had been rendered by their excellent 
Chairman and Honorary Secretary. He was one of those who 
considered the external development of Homceopathy to be the 
direct means of preparation for an extension of their principles, 
for if this external development led to the internal conversion 
of medical men, thev would by such means convert the public. 
(Hear, hear.) He would say convert your medical men, and 
the conversion of the public would speedily follow. (Applause.) 
Concluding by moving that a vote of thanks be given to their 
worthy Chairman and to the Honorary Secretary for the 
valuable services they had rendered the Association, he mustapply 
to each of them the words of the poet— 
Nothing in his life 

Became him like the leaving it. 
(Loud Applause. ) 

Dr. HouianpD, alluding to the very beautiful and just re- 
marks they had heard from their eloquent friend, Dr. Chap- 
man, would follow in his wake, and say that the Association 
had, in a series of years, been gradually developed, for the 
purpose of producing a certain result, in a manner analogous 
to some of the changes perceived in the animal kingdom; 
and it was now about to throw off its original form, and 
pass into a new condition, endowed with wings of varied colours, 
ready to mount. into the resplendent light of day. There was 
no feature of Homeopathy that more particularly distinguished 
it from other sciences, than its tendency to call into play the 
intellectual faculties,—to make individuals study their own 
organization, and the various elements by which they were 
surrounded; and the more its influence spread, the more it 
would bring mankind under its control, till eventually it em- 
braced within its faith the whole universe. (Applause.) 


The labours of the Association had now ceased, but the results 
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which it had effected, remained. (Hear, hear.) This, he was 
sure, must constitute honourable recompense to those gentlemen 
who had so nobly and so zealously struggled to support and 
develop the principles of Homeopathy; he was, therefore, 
certain that the assembly wuould be most ready to acknow- 
ledge that their thanks should be given to the Chairman and 
their Honorary Secretary, for their noble conduct and their 
zealous and indefatigable exertions on behalf of the Association. 
(Loud applause. ) 

The vote was then put and carried by general acclamations, 
_ amid loud and protracted applause. 

The CHAIRMAN, in acknowledging the vote of thanks, said 
he could not reply to these manifestations of esteem on the 
part of the members by anything in the shape of formal thanks. 
He felt most deeply the sincerity of their regard, and could 
neve cease to recollect it. 

The Honorary SECRETARY observed, that to serve the 
cause of truth in the humblest capacity, was a high honour, and 
a great privilege; and that those who so esteemed it, could not, 
he thought, recognize any title in themselves to thanks for the 
performance of their duties. The vote, however, which had 
been so warmly and unanimously passed, was but a mode of 
expressing the esteem and confidence of the members present 5 
and for this he might frankly tender his cordial and grateful 
acknowledgments. 


The meeting then separated. 
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